Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday June 1st 2016 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr M Villis, Cllr J Beavan and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

4 members of the public, Unitary Councillor Chris Devine
	
	
	Action

	1.
	To receive apologies
Cllr Simcock noted as absent.
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
None.
	

	3
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meetings held on May 4th 2016 - unanimously approved as correct records and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley
	

	4.
	Questions from the public
None.
	

	5.
	Matters arising from the previous meeting(s)
Defibrillator - Parish Council discussed the possibility of the placement of a defibrillator in the Parish with input and a short information presentation from an interested Parishioner with a knowledge of the subject.  Parish Council resolved to produce an information leaflet to be distributed to each household in the Parish with a yes or no option asking if Parishioners are or are not agreeable for a defibrillator to be placed in the Parish.  
	

	6.
	Reports from:

Unitary Councillor Chris Devine – Cllr Devine updated the Council on wider Parish Council matters and which included (i) Cllr Devine intended to remind the highways department that white lining is still awaited at the Dunstable crossroads site, (ii) note that there is not a senior governance position from Wiltshire in the recent fire authority merge of Dorset and Wiltshire, (iii) the Parish Council is encouraged to contact Cllr Devine if it has any concerns of planning applications and so that deadline dates can be adhered to, (iv) Parish Council expressed its concern of the recent handling of community area grants at the area board meeting of 26/5/16 and asked Cllr Devine for guidance in future possible applications – Cllr Devine agreed to contact the Chairman of the area board to reiterate the PC concerns.  Cllr Edgeley informed Cllr Devine that the new area manager for BT had made contact with him in order to update him on broadband works in the Parish.
Cllr B Edgeley – Area Board meeting of 26/5/16 with result of FPC community area board application for a Parish notice board – Parish Council advised that the application had not been successful.
	Cllr Devine

	7.
	Finance

Invoices/cheques were approved of: 000102, 000103 £129.60 (Parish Clerk), 000104 £181.99 (Cllr Paul Hewitt), 000105 £155 (All Media).
Approval of June banking statement – Parish Council resolved to agree the statement.
	

	8.
	Planning
Parish Council requested the Clerk to enquire with Wiltshire Council the status of application 16/02875/FUL – 102 Firs Road, Firsdown SP5 1SP.
	Clerk

	9.
	Highways
Note made that the Parish highway verges had been satisfactorily cut by Wiltshire Council.
	

	10.
	Community Speed Watch (CSW) scheme
Apologies were received from the CSW team co-ordinator with a report not provided at the meeting.
	

	11.
	Maintenance in the Parish
Note made that the vegetation had been cut back at the permissive path to the rear of Firs Road with thanks conveyed to all those who had given their services voluntarily in this work.
	

	12.
	Broadband provision in the Parish
Item noted as addressed at item 6 of the agenda.
	

	13.
	Play area 
Repairs to zip wire – an update of the repairs to the zip wire was provided with Council note of concern that metal sleeves had not been fitted to the three poles that had been replaced and was noted as thought to be advisable to be fitted by a visiting contractor inspector at the site.  Council asked the Clerk to make enquiries with the contractor as to the above concerns and to ascertain what guarantee timing has been given to the three replacement poles.  Parish Council conveyed its thanks and appreciation to the Parishioner who kindly allowed access to the contractors via his property to the play area site and in order to aid the works.
	Clerk

	14.
	Parish Council web site

The Parish Council confirmed that Cllr Beavan would be assigned to updating the web site as and when necessary with agreement that Council members would arrange to meet informally to discuss a planned update of the site and then report to the July PC meeting.
	

	15.
	Parish dog refuse bins

Parish Council noted that two of the three dog refuse bins were in need of repair with agreement that Cllr Bishop would arrange for any necessary repairs and with the help of a Parishioner who was present at the meeting.
	Cllr Bishop

	16.
	Firsdown Parish Council asset register
A review of the asset register took place following distribution of a copy to each Councillor.  Council agreed to peruse the register, check if correct/notify of any missing items with plan to agenda the item at the July PC meeting to finalise the register for the current year.
	

	17.
	Correspondence
Wiltshire Citizens Advice – letter of 12/5/16 – Parish Council considered the request from the organisation to provide a donation with resolve by the Council that it did not wish to do so as it is not the normal practice of the PC to do so to such organisations.
Email of 10/5/16 – “Hall Gardens”- Parish Council considered the request by the Winterslow village hall committee to provide a donation from users/organisations of the hall in order to create a village hall rose garden with resolve that it would donate £20 to the project.
Parishioner letter dated 7/5/16 – request for third seat along the field at the back of Firs Road – Parish Council considered the placement of an additional seat with resolve that in the first instance it would check with the PC insurer what public liability it has in this respect.
	Cllr Villis

	18.
	Any other business

Cllr Edgeley confirmed the dates and timings of the forthcoming Music Fayre which are 5th (7-11pm) and 6th August 2016 (3-11pm) with note that volunteers are being welcomed for such help as the tea tent, erection of gazebo, manning entry point to seek donations for event entry.
Parish Council expressed its concern of a loose gate post located at FIRS6 footpath.  Parish Council agreed to seek a quotation for the replacement of the gate posts from fixed posts to moveable posts, along with the posts located at the rear end of the footpath and so that traverse of the area could be made for any future contractor/access works to the play area site.
	Clerk

	19.
	Confirmation of date of next meeting: confirmed as Wednesday July 6th 2016
	


Meeting concluded at 8.32pm
