Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday September 7th 2016 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr J Beavan and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

3 members of the public
	
	
	Action

	1.
	To receive apologies: apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M Villis, Cllr L Simcock and Cllr P Hewitt.
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
None.
	

	3
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on July 6th 2016 - unanimously approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley.
	

	4.
	Questions from the public
A Parishioner reminded the Parish Council that he had reported at the July meeting an apparently blocked drain in Ilynton Avenue which in turn had been conveyed to Wiltshire Council but no action had been taken - it was agreed that Cllr B Edgeley would undertake to remind Wiltshire Council of this. 
	Cllr B Edgeley

	5.
	Matters arising from the previous meeting(s)
Defibrillator – PC resolved that Cllr Bishop and Cllr B Edgeley would agree to meet and discuss the item with report to a future meeting of the Council.
Bench – Following a request from a Parishioner to place an additional bench on the Byway Firsdown 5, the matter was discussed.  The Council agreed to keep the request under review with budgetary concerns noted.
Royal Mail collections – an update was provided by Cllr B Edgeley with note that he had not received a reply from Royal Mail – the Council resolved to classify the matter as ongoing.
Dog bin purchase x 2 – confirmation was given that two new dog refuse bins had been purchased to replace the two that were no longer fit for purpose - thanks was conveyed to Cllr Hewitt who assisted in the purchase research.  Installation was agreed to be carried out by Cllr Hewitt with the help of Mr James Bishop and that Cllr Hewitt would dispose of the two redundant bins.
	Cllr B Edgeley/ Bishop
Cllr Hewitt

	6.
	Reports from:
Unitary Councillor Chris Devine – as Cllr Devine was not present at the meeting, a report was unable to be provided.  Council asked the Clerk to follow up the action point allocated to Cllr Devine of the re-instatement of white lines at the Dunstable road crossroads and to enquire when the work may be undertaken.
	Clerk

	7.
	Finance

Invoices/cheques were approved of 000110 £128.60 (Post Office Ltd for HMRC quarter payment), 000111 £432.60 (Mr Paul Hewitt: reimbursement of refuse dog bin purchase on behalf of FPC), 000112 £25 (Winterslow Village hall).
Parish Council resolved to accept the September banking statement.
	

	8.
	Planning
16/06614/FUL – 25 Firs Road, Firsdown – Parish Council discussed the application with resolve of No Objections.

16/07441/FUL – 14 Firs Close SP5 1SG - Parish Council discussed the application with resolve of No Objections.
	Clerk

Clerk

	9.
	Highways
The Parish Steward scheme was discussed ahead of its intended commencement in October 2016.  It was resolved to allocate certain persons for each road in the Parish, with the person reporting any items centrally to the Clerk – these items then reported to the steward by the Clerk to be undertaken under the remit of the scheme.  Parish Council agreed that Cllr B Edgeley be allocated as the PC representative for the scheme.
	

	10.
	Community Speed Watch (CSW) scheme
Erection of temporary signage – Parish Council re-iterated the Wiltshire Council stance on the item. A verbal report was provided by the team co-ordinator, following distribution of a written report to all Council members prior to the meeting.  Co-ordinator reiterated that the scheme was in need of new volunteers with the scheme currently only operating with two members.  Cllr Beavan offered (and it was agreed) to accompany the two members on any forthcoming operations in the Parish to enable him to learn about the operation and what exactly is entailed.
	Cllr Beavan

	11.
	Maintenance in the Parish
Paths Improvement grant scheme 2016 (Wiltshire Council) – Council resolved to defer the item to a future meeting.
Strimmer – It was noted that the Parish Council has been offered a strimmer by South Wiltshire Area Board at no capital cost with a charge of £120 to train operatives. Cllr B Edgeley stated that the Parish Council was potentially interested and had advised the Board of this.  The Parish Council will now consider potential candidates.

Confirmation was given that the hedges on Byway Firsdown 5 (rear of Firs Road) would be cut in October by a local contractor and that Cllr Bishop would liaise with the contractor to ascertain exact dates of the works.  Note was made of a loose gate post located on FIRS6 and which Cllr Hewitt was currently understood to be addressing. 
	Cllr B Edgeley
Cllr Bishop/

Hewitt

	12.
	Play area 
Concern noted of a (i) a bramble that was in need of cutting back at the site which is overhanging the area and (ii) the roundabout was assessed as in need of repainting.  Cllr B Edgeley agreed to undertake the painting works and to cut the bramble back to the roots.
	Cllr B Edgeley

	13.
	Parish Council web site

Cllr Beavan reported that he had had several meetings with the Parish web master with a report to be given at a future PC meeting following further research.
	

	14.
	Firsfest
An update of the recently held event was provided by Cllr B Edgeley and as follows The transfer of FIRSFEST to a new venue this year worked well for the 11th year of FIRSDOWNS MUSIC FAYRE.  Naturally a number of changes needed to be made but overall subsequent comment was favourable particularly regarding the larger stage.  Firsfest wishes to thank Mrs Gill Carey for providing the land and ongoing support.  Considerable time is spent in designing an appropriate balance of music and input from the public is always welcome.  This event would not survive without the contribution of volunteers and further help is always welcome particularly for the mundane tasks such as car parking and the rattling of buckets for donations as no entrance charge is made.  The group is now targeting another event for 2017.  
	

	15.
	Broadband
An update of BT works to date was made with note that the cabinet located in Ilynton Avenue was now thought to be operational.  Parish Council advised Parishioners to contact their supplier as to new possible contract deals.
	

	16.
	Correspondence
None.
	

	17.
	Any other business
None.
	

	18.
	Confirmation of date of next meeting: confirmed as Wednesday October 5th 2016
	


Meeting concluded at 8.04pm
