Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday October 5th 2016 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr J Beavan, Cllr L Simcock, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr M Villis and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

2 members of the public, Unitary Cllr Christopher Devine, Mr Christopher Miller, the Conservative Unitary Candidate for Winterslow
	1.
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
None.


	2.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.


	3
	MINUTES
To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on September 7th 2016 – the Council made note of several amendments with request to the Clerk to administer and present for possible approval at the November meeting of the Council.


	4.
	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
Mr Rory Dible, local resident and a member of the Plymouth Brethren, offered to donate a bench to the Parish.  The Council thanked him for his generosity.  He agreed that if we wished to place a plaque in memory of Richard George he would have no objection.  Cllr Hewitt agreed to arrange the necessary securing of the bench which would be stored for the time being at the property of Cllr Edgeley. 


	5.
	Matters arising from the previous meeting(s)
Defibrillator – Parish Council made note that this item should be placed on the back burner.
Strimmer – The Parish Council noted that it had been offered a strimmer by South Wiltshire Area Board at no capital cost with a charge of £120 for the training of each operative (2 recommended).  Nigel Walsh offered himself as a candidate and was duly accepted.
FIRS6 (footpath from Firs Road leading south-south-east to FIRS5) gate post – note made that the gate post was in need of resetting with agreement that Cllr Bishop would seek a quotation for its repair from a contractor on behalf of the Parish Council.


	6.
	PRESENTATION OF FIRSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
A review of the current format of the Parish Council minutes took place with proposal and agreement by the Parish Council that:

· At the suggestion of Cllr B Edgeley following his research into the word “resolve” in Parish Council matters, the Clerk should discontinue to use the word “resolve” as it is thought not be appropriate use of the English language in Parish Council minute taking
· Ensure that the “proposal” section of planning application is stated

· Remove any grid lining to minute documents

· Provide headings in capital letters

· Provide greater spacing between items

· Remove side column which states “Action” and remove any allocation of Councillor name(s) or named person(s)

· In the finance section of the minutes ensure explanation is provided of any expenditure over £100


	7.
	REPORTS FROM:
Unitary Councillor Chris Devine – Cllr Devine reported on Wiltshire Council matters which included note of continuing Council cuts but not to the social service sector, a review of bus subsidies being undertaken, note of recent fire authority merger going well with no issues of concern and no cuts in front line services, brief update of recent Area Board meeting with Cllr Devine encouraging the PC to submit community grant applications should they so wish, confirmation given that Cllr Devine had brought to the attention of southern highways the repainting of the white lines at the Dunstable crossroads junction with mention that Cllr B Edgeley had written to Adrian Hampton, Head of Local Highways stating that 80% of the lining had been erased with request to repaint, subsequently Mr Hampton has denied this request.


	8.
	FINANCE
Invoices/cheques were approved of 000114 £180.00 (Hurdcott Landscapes Ltd), 000115 £150 (Winterslow Parish Council, Firsdown Parish Council marquee donation).
Parish Council agreed to accept the October banking statement.

Grant Thornton – end of year accounts 31/3/16 – confirmation was given that the finalisation of the accounts year ending 31/3/16 had been received with note of the auditor report.  Clerk confirmed that the statutory required documents had been duly published on the Parish notice board and web.


	9.
	PLANNING
None.


	10.
	HIGHWAYS
The name of the new parish steward was not known.  Subsequently he was identified as Steve Snook and would be visiting the parish on October 24th 2016.


	11.
	COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH SCHEME (CSW)
Apologies were received from the coordinator and no report was available.


	12.
	MAINTENANCE IN THE PARISH
Paths Improvement grant scheme 2016 – Wiltshire Council – Parish Council had nothing to report and this was to be on the November agenda.
Cllr Hewitt stated that he intended to undertake the newly purchased dog refuse bins in the forthcoming weekend.


	13.
	PLAY AREA
Cllr B Edgeley reported that a further grass cut at the area would be shortly undertaken and likely to be the last in the current season.


	14.
	PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
Cllr Beavan reported that (i) he had met with the current webmaster on several occasions to discuss the possible update of the site (ii) looked at possible companies that specialised in web design for Parish Council sites.  The Parish Council agreed a budgetary upgrade for the site and classified the item as ongoing.


	15.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Wilts Council – Capping Town & Parish Councils – email of 20/9/16 – noted.
SLCC – Parish Clerk membership renewal – Parish Council considered the renewal with agreement to the renewal with a Parish Council financial contribution of £49.66 (£148.98 pro-rata). 
Parishioner email of 4/10/16 entitled “Annual Expenditure” – Parish Council considered request by the Parishioner for a copy of the full set of accounts year ending 31/3/16 together with a copy of the budget for year 2016/17 – Clerk presented the preprepared relevant documents to the Council which were agreed to be supplied to the Parishioner and at no charge.


	16.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr B Edgeley provided a report from the Area Board meeting held on 29/9/16 and which he had attended on behalf of the Parish Council, which included amongst others: note of fly tipping incidence figures with advice to Parishioners to report any incidences to either the Parish Clerk or Council members, confirmation that the new Police Inspector for our area would be Peter Sparrow and that there would be an increase in Wiltshire PCSO from 150 to 500 officers.


	17.
	CONFIRMATION OF DATE OF NEXT MEETING: confirmed as Wednesday November 2nd 2016



Meeting concluded at 9.10pm
