Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday November 2nd 2016 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr J Beavan, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr M Villis and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

2 members of the public, Unitary Cllr Christopher Devine
	1.
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Simcock.



	2.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.



	3
	MINUTES
To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 7/9/16 & 5/10/16.
The 7/9/16 minutes were considered and unanimously approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley.  The 5/10/16 were discussed with agreement to present at the December 2016 meeting of the Council.



	4.
	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
A member of the public noted his concern of fly tipping with input from Cllr Devine that Wiltshire Council had recently invested in the supply and use of covert camera equipment to be used in the South of county.

Note was made of the new owners of the field at the top of Firs Road with report that the field had been ploughed which has the path across it from the A30.  Parish Council agreed that Cllr B Edgeley would conduct research into the PIGS scheme and possibly via CATG.  In addition, as part of this item the funding available for community projects through the Tesco Bags of Help scheme was discussed with agreement that Cllr B Edgeley and Bishop would informally further research.


	5.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
FIRS6 gate post, consideration of quotation for repair – Cllr Bishop confirmed that she had not yet undertaken the enquiry of a quotation with a contractor but intended to do so.
Prospective new bench – confirmation that a donation from a parishioner, Mr Rory Dible, of a bench was underway and would be stored by Cllr Edgeley until construction would take place.  Parish Council agreed in principle to pay for the plaque in memory of Richard George with a decision on the bench location yet to be made.


	6.
	Reports from:

Unitary Councillor Chris Devine reported on Wiltshire Council matters and which included the Wiltshire Council budget with the final decision expected in December 2016, fire authority merger, update from the last full Council meeting, Cllr Devine encouraged the Parish Council to apply for grants of works for community benefit and he would fully support such requests.


	7.
	Finance

Invoices for approval – cheques were authorised of: 000117 £54.06 (M Thomas), 000116 £10.30 (Cllr H Edgeley).
Approval of November banking statement – the November Parish Council banking statement was unanimously approved.
Firsdown Parish Council 2017/18 budget/precept discussions – the Parish Council perused a draft budget statement which the Parish Clerk had prepared and distributed prior to the meeting.  The Parish Council agreed that it would informally meet before the December FPC meeting to discuss the budget.  ACTION: Clerk to enquire with the Winterslow hall booking Clerk what dates and times are available for the proposed meeting.  The Parish Council thought it advisable and agreed that information about the Parish Council precept discussions and decision date should be displayed on the notice boards.


	8.
	PLANNING
None.



	9.
	HIGHWAYS
None.



	10.
	COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH SCHEME (CSW)
Apologies were received from the coordinator with a report having been provided prior to the meeting.


	11.
	MAINTENANCE IN THE PARISH

Refuse dog bins – Parish Council agreed to relocate the refuse bin which is currently located at the top of the path to the top of Firs Road (A30 end) to be just inside the woods and on the footpath.  ACTION: Cllr Hewitt to move the bin in question.
Consideration of grass cutting policy for BOAT in 2017 – Parish Council agreed that the grass on the BOAT would be cut twice a year, spring and autumn.


	12.
	PARISH STEWARD SCHEME (PS) with report from PS visit on 24/10/16
Cllr B Edgeley and Cllr Bishop provided an update from a meeting which they had attended on 24/10/16 with the Parish Steward, Mr Steve Snook with concern of the Wiltshire Council online reporting system and which had been used for report of PS jobs.  Cllr Devine agreed to further research the concern of the system.


	13.
	FIRSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL 2017 MEETING DATES – the proposed meeting dates were agreed by the Parish Council with agreement to move the 3rd May 2017 meeting date to Thursday 11th May 2017 in view of the UK local elections to be held on 4th May 2017.


	14.
	PLAY AREA
Confirmation given that the play area grass had been cut in the past week.  Note was made that the zip wire is thought to be in need of tightening with offer by Cllr Hewitt, that he would undertake this remedial work.



	15.
	PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
The Parish Council discussed the new web site with an update provided by Cllr Beavan.  Parish Council agreed to the sum of £469 being spent on the project.



	16.
	PARISH CLERK ANNUAL LEAVE REQUEST 2016/17
Parish Clerk noted and requested annual leave entitlement dates for 2016 and 2017 with Parish Council agreement of the suggested dates – agreed dates to be supplied by email to the PC members.  The Parish Council requested to be provided with a copy of the Parish Clerk contract of employment and which the Parish Clerk supplied a copy to Cllr B Edgeley with acknowledgement by him and the Council.


	17.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Parishioner email of 12/10/16 – public telephone Firs Road – Parish Council discussed the item with agreement that the reply from the Cllr B Edgeley on behalf of the Council should be provided to the Parishioner in question: “The Parish Council has considered the potential closure of the telephone kiosk in Firs Road. This situation is taking place across the country because of low usage.  We question whether this is likely to worry residents. It is our belief that there is in this village a neighbourly responsibility by other residents to keep an eye on such people in that anybody needing to make communication will contact those nearby rather than embarking on a visit, possibly in the dark and/or bad weather to a kiosk that does not take coins.  We have received no other comment on the subject and having had sight of BT guidelines as to retention, we do not believe Firsdown would qualify.”  Parish Council noted that it is yet to consider whether or not to take over the kiosk for the nominal charge of £1 and for other purposes.
Parishioner email of 26/10/16 – “Field at the top of Firsdown - new ownership” – Parish Council noted parishioner correspondence.
Local government finance consultation 2017/2018 – noted.
The Pensions Regulator – letter code 1103761120 – October 2016 – Parish Council noted with agreement to be made to the Parish Council payroll officer and adviser to enquire what, if any financial obligations are there are in light of this information.  ACTION: Clerk to enquire with Julie Bailey, FPC payroll officer and adviser.


	18.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None.



	19.
	CONFIRMATION OF DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday December 7th 2016



Meeting concluded at 8.58pm
