Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday February 3rd 2016 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr J Beavan, Cllr M Villis, Cllr L Simcock and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

Unitary Cllr Chris Devine, 2 members of the public
	
	
	Action

	1.
	To receive apologies

None.
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest

None.
	

	3
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on January 13th 2016 - unanimously approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley.
	

	4.
	Questions from the public

A member of the public noted that a mobile home appeared to have been delivered to No25 Firs Road and asked whether the Parish Council had received (or thought that it was applicable) a planning application for the home – the Council replied that it had not received an application.
	

	5.
	Matters arising from the previous meeting(s)

“Clean for the Queen” - planned village tidy up (suggested first week in March) – Parish Council resolved to defer the item to the March meeting.

Consideration of replacement Parish notice board(s) – consideration was given to a quotation which the Council had sought for a replacement notice board to the board currently in situ at the top of Firs Road (A30 end) – the Council resolved to accept the quotation and to apply for an Area Board (AB) community area board grant (to be prepared and ideally presented at the May AB meeting).
	Clerk

Clerk

	6.
	Reports from:

Unitary Councillor Chris Devine – Cllr Devine reported to the Council on Wiltshire Council matters which included (i) the Council is due to discuss its budget with the final amount yet to be agreed, (ii) Wilts and Dorset fire authority merger on course for completion on 1st April 2016 with its offices to be located at the Five Rivers leisure centre in Salisbury.
Area Board meeting of 29/1/16 – Cllr B Edgeley provided a brief report following his attendance at the meeting on behalf of the Council.
	

	7.
	Finance

The February financial statement was presented and unanimously approved by the Council.

Invoice and payment was authorised of cheque number of 000093.
Consideration and acceptance of Firsdown Parish Council 2016/17 budget – Clerk actioned to make amendments to the budget in relation to layout of current figures with the budget to be presented to the March meeting of the Council for possible acceptance.
	Clerk

	8.
	Planning

None.
	

	9.
	Highways

Council raised concern as to (i) a pot hole on the north west corner of the road at Dunstable crossroads, (ii) pot hole in the centre of the road opposite the bus shelter at Kings Corner, Winterslow (confirmation by Cllr Devine that a Wilts Council ticket had been raised for its repair), and (iii) disintegration to the side of the road leading from Dunstable crossroads, on left hand side heading up to West Winterslow (just before exit onto WSLO1/30 from WSLO1/40).  ACTION: Clerk asked to report items (i) and (iii) to WC highways dept and Winterslow Parish Council.
	Clerk

	10.
	Community Speed Watch (CSW) scheme

Information flyer – Cllr Beavan noted that he was awaiting a photograph from the CSW co-ordinator which was necessary for the flyer completion.  The CSW co-ordinator who was present at the meeting made reference to the scheme report which had been distributed prior to the meeting to each Council member.  Note of concern was raised as to the lack of current volunteers for the group and where it was hoped that the proposed flyer would be of aid in recruiting more members.
Clerk was asked to enquire with Wiltshire Council what the definitive status is for the display of 30mph signs and following an enquiry by the CSW co-ordinator.
	Clerk

	11.
	Maintenance in the Parish

Voluntary maintenance community service (VMCS) (ref: FPC December 2015 meeting) – note made by the Council that it intended to clear overgrown vegetation at the play area in the spring and as part of the VMCS.  In addition, the Council resolved that it would request from the Parish Steward (due to come into operation in April 2016) that the footpath from the bus shelter to the kissing gate on the A30 be cut.
Council confirmed that the grass at the play area was due to be cut on 4/2/16.
Note was made that the Council considered that footpath FIRS6 was in need of redefining and as the grass either side of the path had encroached onto the scalping path – agreement was made to add the item to the March agenda of the Council.
	Clerk

	12.
	Broadband provision in the Parish

Item noted as ongoing and that the Council is of the understanding that a cabinet is due to be placed at the location near to 28 Firs Road, Firsdown.
	

	13.
	Play area:

Annual play area inspection report following visit on 11/11/15 – recommended actions - Cllr B Edgeley & Cllr Bishop confirmed that they had addressed the recommended actions and visited the play area site.  Report was made that a shock absorber spring was in need of replacing on the zip wire but the that the zip wire was thought to be operational.  ACTION: Clerk asked to contact the manufacturer of the zip wire to make an enquiry as to a replacement part and repair.  In addition, note was made of three apparent rotten posts of the play area perimeter fencing with Cllr B Edgeley confirming that he had spoken to the supplier and installer of the fencing with request to look at the site and remedy if thought applicable.
Basketball apparatus – the Parish Council discussed the possible replacement of the apparatus with resolve to retain it and until such time the Council decides to replace it. 
	Clerk

	14.
	Parish web page

The Council resolved and following agreement with Cllr Beavan, that he would undertake any necessary information updates to the Parish web page.
	

	15.
	Consideration of Firsdown risk assessment for community days held in the Parish

Following production of a risk assessment by the Clerk, the Council then discussed the items outlined with agreement to accept the assessment, with the omission of two items which the Council did not consider applicable to its planned community day events. ACTION: Clerk to amend the assessment as agreed and distribute the up to date copy to Council, with master copy to be retained on file by the Clerk.
	Clerk

	16.
	Possible venture in conjunction with Winterslow village to celebrate Queen 90th birthday

Cllr B Edgeley confirmed that he intended to meet with Winterslow Parish Council to discuss the item with then report planned to the Parish Council March meeting.
	Cllr B Edgeley/

Clerk

	17.
	Correspondence

Groundwater warning service – WC email of 27/1/16 – noted and that the Parish Council resolved that it would take action if thought applicable.
The Pensions Regulator – January 2016 – noted.

Parishioner email dated 21/1/16 – untitled – Parish Council discussed the email (with its 5 questions posed to the Council) with input from Cllr B Edgeley following his research into the matter.  The Council individually addressed each question with the replies noted by the Clerk.  Action: Clerk to liaise with the Chairman to collate the responses.
	Clerk

Clerk/Cllr B Edgeley

	18.
	Any other business 

Cllr Simcock provided a brief report to the Council following his recent attendance at a Winterslow village hall committee meeting and in his capacity as representative from the Parish Council.  The Council conveyed its thanks to Cllr Simcock for his efforts in this work.
	

	19.
	Confirmation of date of next meeting: confirmed as Wednesday March 2nd 2016
	


Meeting concluded at 8.45pm
