Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday March 2nd 2016 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr M Villis, Cllr L Simcock and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

2 members of the public
	
	
	Action

	1.
	To receive apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr J Beavan.
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
None.
	

	3
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on February 3rd 2016 - unanimously approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley.
	

	4.
	Questions from the public
None.
	

	5.
	Matters arising from the previous meeting(s)

“Clean for the Queen” - planned village tidy up (4/6th March) – arrangements for the tidy up were discussed with resolve that Cllr Bishop would endeavour to tidy up Juniper Road, Cllr Hewitt and Cllr Beavan: Maple Drive, Cllr Simcock: Ilynton Avenue and Firs Close, Cllrs Edgeley: Firs Road to Dunstable crossroads.  Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Villis for a tidy up which he had undertaken and had involved rubbish clearance and vegetative clearance on the A30 from the bus stop to the kissing gate and on part of Firs Road.  As part of the tidy up, the Council agreed that it would be advisable to distribute a leaflet to each household asking Parishioners to help tidy the area directly outside of their respective properties e.g. weed clearance from pavements.  ACTION:  Cllr B Edgeley to liaise with Cllr Beavan and in order to organise/combine the distribution of the leaflet with the planned CSW leaflet.
Possible venture in conjunction with Winterslow village to celebrate Queen 90th birthday – Cllr B Edgeley updated the Council in regard to a meeting he had attended on behalf of the Council in relation to the planned celebrations.  The item was classified as ongoing with the Parish Council wishing to have further information before any decision or commitment is made.
Risk assessment for community voluntary day events – updated copy – the Parish Council perused the updated copy with resolve to accept the copy and to retain on record.
	Cllr B Edgeley

	6.
	Reports from:

Unitary Councillor Chris Devine – Cllr Devine was not present at the meeting.
Cllr B Edgeley: (i) 19/2/16 Amesbury presentation re: A303 improvements and (ii) WC budget meeting of 10/2/16 – Cllr B Edgeley provided a brief report in regard to the two meetings he had attended on behalf of the Council.
	

	7.
	Finance

Invoices for approval: none.
Consideration and acceptance of Firsdown Parish Council 2016/17 budget – the Parish Council perused the 2016/17 budget with resolve to unanimously accept the budget.
Confirmation of internal auditor for audit of Parish Council accounts, financial year end 31/3/16 – the Parish Council confirmed the internal auditor as Mrs Julie Bailey.
	

	8.
	Parish Clerk

(i) National Association of Local Councils Spinal column point increase for the Parish Clerk –  from SCP25 to SCP26 – consideration of, according to contract terms - the Parish Council considered the item with resolve that the Clerk salary should be made in accordance with SCP26 from 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017.
	

	9.
	Planning
None.
	

	10.
	Highways

FIRS6 (path running from Firs Road to the play area) – the consideration of planned maintenance on footpath FIR6 was made with resolve that the Parish Council would enquire with the property owner whose hedge is adjacent to the footpath if it could be cut back.
	Cllr B Edgeley

	11.
	Community Speed Watch (CSW) scheme

Signage on the highway – clarification from Wilts Council in relation to a CSW signage request was provided and with note by the Parish Council that it would not support the erection of temporary signage on the highway in the Parish.
	

	12.
	Maintenance in the Parish
Note was made of a fallen tree located on a permissive path in the Parish and that it had been reported to the land agent.
	

	13.
	Broadband provision in the Parish
The Parish Council reported that it understood that a cabinet would be installed on Firs Road on 10/3/16.
	

	14.
	Play area:

Zip wire – consideration of repairs with reference to a planned contractor visit – noted with confirmation that a wooden pole was thought to have rotted and a wire spring on the zip wire was in need of replacing and which are intended to be discussed at a forthcoming site visit with the original purchase contractor.
Play Inspection company – stock valuation – noted.
	Cllr B Edgeley

	15.
	Correspondence

MP John Glen correspondence with the FPC Chairman – noted.
Wilts Council email of 24/2/16 - Parish and Town Council Involvement Evenings – noted with confirmation that Cllr B Edgeley and Cllr Bishop intended to attend the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.
	

	16.
	Any other business 
None.
	

	17.
	Confirmation of date of next meeting: confirmed as Wednesday April 6th 2016
	


Meeting concluded at 8.17pm
