Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday April 6th 2016 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr M Villis, Cllr L Simcock and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

6 members of the public, Unitary Councillor Chris Devine
	
	
	Action

	1.
	To receive apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr J Beavan.
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
None.
	

	3
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on March 2nd 2016 - unanimously approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley.
	

	4.
	Questions from the public
None.
	

	5.
	Matters arising from the previous meeting(s)
Defibrillator – note made that a meeting is due to be held where more information is to be provided in regards to the provision of a village defibrillator.

Winterslow Queens birthday – Parish Council resolved to agree to donate £125 towards the cost (total £600) of a marquee for a planned celebration event in Winterslow (Winterslow Parish Council understood to be contributing £475 towards the total cost.
	

	6.
	Reports from:

Unitary Councillor Chris Devine – Cllr Devine reported on wider Parish Council matters which included (i) note of the amount of the increase of Wiltshire Council tax, (ii) confirmation that the merger between Wiltshire and Dorset fire authority had successfully taken place on 1/4/16, (iii) note made that the white highway lining had not been painted following works at Dunstable crossroads and that Cllr Devine would make efforts to ensure that the lining is re-instated.
“Clean for the Queen” – confirmation that a village tidy up took place last month. 

10/3/16 CATG meeting – Cllr B Edgeley provided a brief update from the meeting which he attended on behalf of the Parish Council.
24/3/16 Area Board meeting – Cllr B Edgeley - Cllr B Edgeley provided a brief update from the meeting which he attended on behalf of the Parish Council.
	

	7.
	Finance

Invoices for approval: 000094 £101.60 (Post Office Counter: HMRC), 000095 £115 (RTI payroll fee), 000096 £95.00, 000097, 000098.
Grant Thornton – letter of 17/3/16 – Accounts for the year ended 31/3/16 – noted with reference made to the arrangements for Firsdown Parish Council audit.
	

	8.
	Planning

16/01913/FUL – 1 Great Croft, Firsdown SP5 1SN – Parish Council considered the application with resolve of No Objections to the application.
16/02233/FUL – 25 Firs Road, Firsdown SP5 1SQ (amendment to planning permission 15/12598/FUL) - Parish Council considered the application with resolve of No Objections to the application.
	
Clerk
Clerk

	9.
	Highways
Gully clearing was noted and that the Parish Council may have to consider arranging for the clearance of the gullies in future due to Wiltshire Council possible cutbacks with this type of maintenance (currently only annually).
	

	10.
	Community Speed Watch (CSW) scheme
Reference was made to a CSW report provided by the team co-ordinator and which had been distributed prior to the meeting.  The team co-ordinator made note that the team has been reduced to just two members with the hope that new members will be recruited and following distribution of an information leaflet on the scheme.  The Parish Council conveyed its thanks to the CSW team for its valued efforts in the Parish along with Cllr Beavan who had organised and distributed the recent CSW leaflet.
	

	11.
	Maintenance in the Parish
Confirmation given that weed kill treatment is due to take place in the play area along with grass cutting at the site.  In addition, that Cllr B Edgeley had undertaken painting of Parish benches.
Note made of maintenance services provided by the River Bourne community farm and that it was thought advisable to further research with Cllr B Edgeley and Cllr Bishop to organise a visit to the farm in order to gather more information.
	

	12.
	Broadband provision in the Parish
Noted and item classified as ongoing.
	

	13.
	Play area:

Zip wire repairs – confirmation given that necessary zip wire repairs have been agreed to be carried out in May 2016, by the original contractor and under guarantee.
Reported vandalism at the play area site ref: Parishioner email of 21/3/16 – noted with confirmation that the vandalism had been reported to the police authority.
	

	14.
	Correspondence

Parishioner email of 6/4/16 entitled “FPC Precept 2016/2017” – discussed with resolve that the Chairman would formulate a response on behalf of the Council.
	Cllr Edgeley/Clerk

	15.
	Annual Parish Meeting (APM), Firsdown Parish Council – confirmation was given that the APM would be held on May 4th 2016 between 7.15pm and 7.30pm with the usual monthly PC meeting to follow thereafter.
	

	16.
	Any other business
None.
	

	17.
	Confirmation of date of next meeting: confirmed as Wednesday May 4th 2016.
	


Meeting concluded at 8.25pm
