Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday May 4th 2016 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr M Villis, Cllr L Simcock, Cllr J Beavan and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

7 members of the public, Unitary Councillor Chris Devine
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Election of Chairperson

One nomination was received: Cllr B Edgeley (nominated by Cllr Bishop, seconded by Cllr Hewitt).  Cllr B Edgeley was unanimously elected to the office of Chairman.
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chairperson

One nomination was received: Cllr Melanie Bishop (nominated by Cllr B Edgeley, seconded by Cllr H Edgeley).  Cllr Melanie Bishop was unanimously elected to the office of Vice-Chairperson.
	

	3.
	To receive apologies
None.
	

	4.
	Declarations of Interest
None.
	

	5
	Minutes

To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on April 6th 2016 - unanimously approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley
	

	6.
	Questions from the public
None.
	

	7.
	Matters arising from the previous meeting(s)
Defibrillator – Parish Council discussed the possibility of the placement of a defibrillator in the Parish with input from a Parishioner.  Parish Council agreed that Cllr Bishop and Cllr B Edgeley would informally meet with the Parishioner before the June meeting of the Parish Council with report then at that meeting.
Queens 90th birthday celebrations – Parish Council discussed in brief with reference to Winterslow Parish Council plans.
	Cllr B Edgeley/Bishop

	8.
	Reports from:

Unitary Councillor Chris Devine – Cllr Devine updated the Council on Wiltshire Council matters and which included (i) confirmation that he had spoken to Wilts Council to convey Parish Council concerns of apparent rough handling leading to breakages of the refuse black boxes with WC having spoken to its contractors, (ii) note that the white markings at Dunstable crossroads had as yet not been placed and that Cllr Devine had reminded the highways dept, (iii) pot hole filling is ongoing with Cllr Devine having compiled and supplied a list to the highways dept.  Parish Council noted its concern of the placement of static caravans at the location of New Barn farm in the Parish and whether this was permissible – Cllr Devine asked that the Clerk contact him on behalf of the Council to reiterate the concerns and for him then to address the concerns.
Cllr B Edgeley and Cllr Bishop following visit to River Bourne community farm on 19/4/16 – Cllr Bishop and Cllr B Edgeley updated the Council on a meeting they had attended on behalf of the Council with note of a quotation since received for grass cutting in the Parish.  Parish Council agreed to source a second comparative quotation and from its regular maintenance contractor.
	Cllr Devine/Clerk
Clerk

	9.
	Finance

Invoices/cheques were approved of: 000099 £120 (internal audit fee), 000100 £350 (Parish Clerk), 000101.
Submission of 2016/17 Firsdown Parish Council annual accounts (following internal audit) for approval together with agreement for the Annual Governance Statement -  reference and perusal were made to the accounts for the last financial year which had been successfully internally audited.  Copies of the accounts had been previously given to all Councillors.  The accounts were accepted subject to external audit and approval was given for the Annual Governance Statement - this was carried unanimously.  
	

	10.
	Planning

16/02875/FUL – 102 Firs Road, Firsdown SP5 1SP – The Parish Council discussed this application and wishes to object on the grounds that in view of the elevation of the site and the proposed improvements that this would result in an excessive loss of privacy for the immediate neighbours.  Parish Council resolved that the application be brought to the attention of the southern area planning committee.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Cllr Devine to request call-in.
16/02151/FUL – Parish Council considered the application with resolve of No Comments.
	Clerk/Cllr Devine

	11.
	Highways
Cllr B Edgeley updated the Council on a Wiltshire Council highways meeting he had attended on behalf of the Parish Council and which had included the Parish Steward scheme which has been recently reintroduced.
	

	12.
	Community Speed Watch (CSW) scheme
The team co-ordinator made reference to a report on the scheme recent activities and which had been distributed prior to the meeting.  Note made that there are currently only two volunteers with further volunteers sought.   Parish Council reported that it had contacted the local police authority to ask for advice and to ascertain what signage (if any) could be displayed in the Parish in regard to speeding.  ACTION: Cllr B Edgeley to provide a response from police authority contact.
	Cllr B Edgeley

	13.
	Maintenance in the Parish
Confirmation was made that weed treatment is due to take place soon at the play area site.  It was agreed that Cllr Bishop would organise a voluntary working group to undertake necessary maintenance on a footpath to the rear of Firs Road.  Parish Council conveyed its thanks and appreciation to Cllr Hewitt in his effort to repair the latch to the gate located on footpath FIRS6.
	Cllr Bishop

	14.
	Broadband provision in the Parish
A brief update was provided on broadband provision in the Parish with note that if Parishioners wished to glean information about broadband connection in the area then they could do so at the Wiltshire Online website.
	

	15.
	Play area 
Confirmation given (i) that necessary repairs to the zip wire are due to be undertaken, involving replacement wooden poles which are under manufacturer guarantee and (ii) Parish Council agreed to purchase a replacement gate for the play area site at a cost of £151.00 excl VAT) ACTION: Cllr Hewitt to organise.  The Parish Council conveyed its thanks to a local Parishioner who kindly provided access to the play area site for maintenance at the site.
	Cllr Hewitt


	16.
	Correspondence
Parishioner email of 10/4/16 re: 16/02875/FUL – noted and discussed at item 10.
Parishioner email of 4/5/16 re: FPC precept 2016/2017 – Parish Council discussed with Parishioner present.
	

	17.
	Any other business

Cllr Beavan offered and it was agreed, that he would undertake to liaise with the web master to update the Parish Council website.
	

	18.
	Confirmation of date of next meeting: confirmed as Wednesday June 1st 2016
	


Meeting concluded at 8.55pm
