Minutes of the meeting of Firsdown Parish Council held on Wednesday December 7th 2016 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr J Beavan, Cllr L Simcock, Cllr P Hewitt, Cllr M Villis and Mrs M Thomas as Parish Clerk

4 members of the public, Unitary Cllr Christopher Devine
	
	

	1.
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
None received.


	2.
	DECLARAIONS OF INTEREST
None.


	3
	MINUTES
To approve as a correct record, the minutes of the meetings held on October 5th & November 2nd 2016 - unanimously approved as correct records and signed by the Chairman, Cllr B Edgeley.


	4.
	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
Mr Simon Hornby, Parishioner attended the meeting and expressed concern to the Parish Council that 40 homes in Firs Road (eastern end of the village) would not be connected to BT superfast broadband.  Cllr B Edgeley offered to contact Wiltshire Council and particularly Cllr Devine to enquire why this is the case and to express concern.

Mr Nigel Walsh, Parishioner expressed concern to the Parish Council that a pile of bricks is currently in situ on a public highway verge in Firs Road – a Councillor offered to contact the owners of the adjacent property personally with a view to the material being removed.



	5.
	REPORT FROM UNITARY COUNCILLOR CHRISTOPHER DEVINE
Cllr Devine reported on current Wiltshire Council matters which included the Wiltshire Council and fire authority budget plans, note that Cllr Devine had spoken to the highways department regarding the delamination of the A30 east of Lopcombe corner on westbound carriageway which hitherto was not in their opinion within guidelines for repair, Cllr Devine reminded the Parish Council that all planning matters that they wished to be called in to the planning committee to be made in good time, note made that the Area Board had allocated funds to a health and wellbeing category with encouragement made to the Parish Council to consider any items to encompass.


	6.
	DEFIBRILLATOR – visit by Sarah Davies and Barbara Eadle - Sarah Davies, a nursing sister in the emergency unit at Salisbury District hospital gave a presentation on defibrillators with input from Barbara Eadle.  The Parish Council conveyed its thanks to the visitors.


	7.
	REPORTS FROM:

Area Board meeting held on 1st December 2016 – a report was provided by Cllr B Edgeley following his and Cllr Bishop attendance at the meeting on behalf of the Council.  This included note that it is the intention of the police authority to move personnel to Bourne Hill, Salisbury after some planning issues are satisfied,  special constables are to be increased from 9 to 50, there are continuing reports of car thieves in operation in locations such as the locations of Figsbury, Landford and Bentley Woods, reports that a number of sheds had been targeted by thieves and residents were strongly advised to to be vigilant and sheds should be well secured, the police do provide a regular messaging service on line of incidents.
Neighbourhood Watch (NW) meeting of 26/11/16 – Cllr B Edgeley gave a brief update from the meeting he had attended with note that he intended to speak to Parishioners on an individual basis to try and ascertain if any would be interested in setting up a NW scheme.


	8.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
FIRS6 gate post (footpath from Firs Road leading south-south east to Firsdown Byway 5), consideration of quotation for repair – it was reported that the necessary remedial works have now taken place with an invoice received for the work.

Donated bench – consideration of placement – Parish Council classified the item as ongoing.
Pensions Regulator – confirmation of administration cost - noted agreement by the Parish Council (i) to agree to the stated estimated cost from the payroll administrator of £50 for the cost of complying with the Pensions Regulator requirements (ref: letter code 1103761120) and this to be added to the payroll bill issued at the end of March 2017 and (ii) that the payroll administrator Julie Bailey will set up a pension scheme in the name of Firsdown Parish Council and then in February 2017 will deal with the paperwork required and then confirm compliance to the Pensions Regulator.


	9.
	FINANCE
The Parish Council agreed to approve and authorise cheques pertaining to the details and invoices of: 000118 £75 (play inspection), 000119 £11.40 (Winterslow village hall), 000120 £35 (Information Commissioner Officer), 000121 £783.59 (Came & Company), 000122 £120 (Grant Thornton), 000123 £180 (R M George & Son), 000124 £128.40 (Post Office Ltd), 000125 £36 (Hurdcott Landscapes), 000126 £36 (CPRE).
Approval of December banking statement – Parish Council unanimously agreed to approve the Firsdown Parish Council banking statement.


	10.
	FIRSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL 2017/18 BUDGET/PRECEPT DISCUSSIONS/DECISION (reference email 4/11/16 stating deadline for reply to Wiltshire Council is 20/1/17)

The Parish Council unanimously agreed that with effect from 1/4/17 (i) the Parish Clerk weekly working hours be reduced from 8 hours per week to 4 hours per week (ii) as to the office expenses of the Parish Council, from 1/4/17 “the amount to be reduced to £180 per annum to include phone and travel and embracing all such other expenses as included in the current scheme” (reference Cllr B Edgeley of 6/12/16). 
 
The Parish Council noted that if the Clerk found the amendment to the contractual terms and conditions of employment to be unacceptable then it would seek to advertise for the position of Clerk/engage another person at the revised (i) four hourly working week conditions and (ii) office expenses.  
The Parish Council decided and agreed that the 2017/18 Firsdown Parish Council precept request from Wiltshire Council should be increased by £1,000.00 of the 2016/17 precept of £12,050.47.  ACTION: Firsdown Parish Council to request from Wiltshire Council a precept for 2017/18 of £13,050.47.


	11.
	PLANNING
16/07514/FUL – Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury SP4 6DR – retrospective change of use of farmyard area to outdoor storage of vehicles – Parish Council discussed the application with agreement of No Objections to the application.


	12.
	COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH SCHEME (CSW)
The CSW coordinator attended the meeting and gave a brief report of the activities of the team with note that the team had potentially one new member.


	13.
	HIGHWAYS
Cllr B Edgeley confirmed he had spoken to Julie Wharton, Principal Engineer at Wiltshire Council Salisbury Transportation Team regarding the Parish Council concern of faded white lining on the road at Dunstable crossroads and in the hope that a site meeting can be arranged to discuss the concern and possible remedial works.


	14.
	MAINTENANCE IN THE PARISH
The Parish Council agreed to move the dog bin located to the top of Firs Road (A30 end) to be placed against the adjacent field.


	15.
	PARISH STEWARD SCHEME (PS)
The Parish Council had no tasks for the steward on his visit of 19/12/16.  The next scheduled visit is 23/1/16. 


	16.
	PLAY AREA
Cllr B Edgeley confirmed that he would contact the zip wire contractor as the 2016 play area inspection report had highlighted some evidence of timber rot in the posts.


	17.
	PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
Cllr Beavan reported this is ongoing.


	18.
	PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE – with consideration of renewal from Came & Company – Parish Council agreed to renew the insurance policy at a cost of £783.59.


	19.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Wiltshire Council – payphones consultation (90-day consultation period end 23/1/17) – email of 8/11/16 – Parish Council agreed that Cllr B Edgeley would contact BT on behalf of the Parish Council to enquire if the Parish Council could adopt the kiosk located in Firs Road.
Data Protection registration – reminder to renew ICO:00043701960 – Parish Council agreed to renew the registration.

CPRE – to consider subscription renewal (£36) for 2017 - Parish Council agreed to renew the subscription.

Parishioner email of 27/11/16 – dangerous Monarch Way footpath crossing on A30 – noted with Parish Council agreement to add the item to the February 2017 agenda of the Parish Council.


	20.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr B Edgeley confirmed that the 2017 Firsfest venue date as 18/19th August 2017 with land for the venue kindly made available by Mrs Gill Carey.


	21.
	Confirmation of date of next meeting: confirmed as Wednesday February 1st 2017.


Meeting concluded at 9.15pm
