
Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2020 at 7.15pm in the Big Hall of Winterslow Village Hall
Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Richard Rogers (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Niki Arnold-Drewett

Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley
Cllr Len Simcock

In attendance: Catherine Purves (Clerk)

2 members of the public 
Public Session 
Property flooding from recent heavy rains – the two residents present raised concerns about the impact of flooding to their gardens from surface water run off which occurred as a result of the recent heavy rainfalls, and asked what action was being taken.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
55.20 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received and noted from Cllr Andrews, who was away on business. Resolved: to note
56.20 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda

b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

Resolved: to note no Declarations of Interest were made, and no Requests for Dispensation had been received

57.20 Minutes
Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record without amendment the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 15th July 2020.
58.20 To consider any items raised in the public session (Note no decision can be made)

Property flooding from recent heavy rains – it was noted that Wiltshire Council is obliged to act in this situation, where runoff is causing flooding to properties, and that the resident had video evidence of this event. As councillors were already aware of the issue, a meeting had already been arranged with the Highways engineer for later in the month, and it was hoped that the Highways drainage engineer would also be able to attend. It was suggested that Wiltshire Council be asked to undertake a CCTV underground survey of the drainage system in Firsdown to establish the extent of the obvious blockage problem, which was exacerbated by gravel washing out from residents’ driveways and into the drains.
59.20 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman – Cllr Edgeley advised he had nothing to report that wasn’t already covered elsewhere in the agenda.
b. The Parish Clerk

i. The Community Area Transport Group will meet remotely on the MS Teams platform at 6.30pm on Tuesday 15th September.

ii. Community. 

c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board - the Area Board will meet remotely on Thursday 1st October 
60.20. Finance

a. To note the bank balance. Resolved: to note the bank balance as at 31st July stood at £20,176.03  
b. To authorise the payment of a schedule of accounts in the sum of £950.64. Resolved: to authorise
c. To note the updated Budget Monitoring form for 2020/2021 Resolved: To note 

d. To consider submitting an application for Area Board grant funding towards the installation of the upgraded zip wire at the play area. Resolved: to apply for £4000.00 grant funding. Action: The Clerk 
61.20 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues 

i. Wiltshire Council Grit bin audit – the only WC grit bin in the parish is at the junction of Firs Road and the A30. It has been checked and is full. This will be reported to Wiltshire Council. Action: The Clerk 
ii Replacement road sign – it was hoped this would be included for discussion at the next CATG meeting.  
iii. Mud on Dunstable Cross Roads – Councillors were aware of a recurrence of the problem due to recent heavy rainfall, but agreed little could be done other than to keep pressing Wiltshire Council to find a solution with the land owner and tenant. 
iv. Flooding debris on Firs Road following the recent heavy rains – this matter had been covered earlier at 58.20
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – none advised. It was noted that the Parish Steward would resume visits to the parish in September.  
c. To note any footpath matters:

i. Progress regarding the replacement of 3 x BOAT signs – it was noted that estimates were awaited from the Parish Council’s contractor, and should be available for consideration at the next meeting.
ii. Access track from Firs Road to BOAT/Play Area – the track had been cleared, but following a site meeting in the summer, it was Resolved: to retain the access to the BOAT via the residents’ gardens for the time being.
A complaint had been received about a hedge overhanging the BOAT at the Dunstable Cross Roads end. Cllrs Brian and Mrs Edgeley had inspected and cut back the growth as necessary.

The lack of regular reports from the Firsdown Paths Group was regretted.

62.20 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

20/06799/TPO – crown reduction, crown lifting, lateral reduction of 6 x beech trees at 18D Firs Road, Firsdown Resolved: No objection. Action: The Clerk

b. To consider a response to applications notified between the publication date of the agenda and the date of the meeting, if necessary. No plans received

c. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

20/03055/VAR – variations to Conditions 2 & 15 of 14/05736/FUL at Longacre Farm, London Road, Firsdown Approved 06/08/2020. Resolved: to note

63.20 To review other ongoing matters

a. Defib training video – the Community Heartbeat Trust had provided a number of links to videos, which will be uploaded to the Parish Council website. Action: The Clerk

64.20 To fix the dates and times of the next ordinary meetings of the Council 

Wednesday November 4th 2020 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall or via the Zoom conference platform

Wednesday January 13th 2020 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall or via the Zoom conference platform

65.20 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.10pm

Councillors considered the following when discharging their duties:

Equal Opportunities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Marital Status and any Disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights

