

DRAFT Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th November 2020 at 7.15pm on the Zoom conference platform
Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Richard Rogers (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley
In attendance: Catherine Purves (Clerk)
Public Session 
No public present, no issues raised.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
The meeting began at 7.45pm 
75.20 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received and noted from Cllr Andrews, who was away on business, Cllr Simcock, who was indisposed, and Cllr Niki Arnold-Drewett who was detained by business. Resolved: to note
76.20 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda

b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

Resolved: to note no Declarations of Interest were made, and no Requests for Dispensation had been received

77.20 Minutes
Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record without amendment the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 2nd September 2020. The minutes will be signed at a later date.
78.20 To consider any items raised in the public session (Note no decision can be made)

Proposed contribution to a community Christmas gift scheme – although no public were present Cllr Edgeley took the opportunity to advise that this was a Winterslow Parish Council initiative, and Firsdown Parish Council had been asked to consider making a contribution. After a short discussion, during which concerns were raised about how the funding/gifts were to be administered, and how the recipients were to be identified, it was agreed to allocate upto £150.00 towards this scheme, pending clarification of the above points. 
79.20 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman – Cllr Edgeley noted he had advised Wiltshire Council Highways about the poor state of the A30 slip road at The Pheasantry traffic lights.
b. The Parish Clerk – The Clerk advised she had attended the Society of Local Council Clerks National Conference held online.
c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board - the Clerk advised that the Area Board had approved the Parish Council’s application for funding of £4000.00 towards the replacement zip wire. Cllr Rogers advised that a mini Area Board meeting held in mid-October discussed how the Area Board could support and assist parishes in collaborative adventures.  
80.20. Finance

a. To note the bank balance. Resolved: to note the bank balance as at 30th September 2020 stood at £28,100.00

b. To note and apply the nationally agreed 2.75% increase in the Clerk’s salary backdated to 1st April 2020. Resolved: to approve
c. To authorise the payment of a schedule of accounts in the sum of £14,534.27, together with two additional cheques numbered 311 and 312 totalling £66.29. Resolved: to authorise payments totalling £14,603.56
c. To note the updated Budget Monitoring form for 2020/2021 Resolved: To note 

d. To note receipt of the Area Board grant funding of £4,000.00 towards the installation of the upgraded zip wire at the play area. Resolved: to note

81.20 Budget/Precept setting 2021/2022

a. Capital projects to be considered for 2021/2020 – no major expenditure was anticipated, but a picnic bench for the play area was thought to be a good idea, and longer term, to research the possibility of paying for a discretionary top-up gully emptying programme, perhaps in collaboration with adjacent parishes, either as one-off events, or on a contract basis. 
b. Financial Working Group – Cllr Edge, Cllr Rogers and the Clerk were appointed, to prepare a draft budget and associated precept figure for the next meeting.
82.20 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues 

i Flooding debris on Firs Road following the recent heavy rains – Wiltshire Council officers were now aware of the situation, and the matter was ongoing.
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – none advised. The autumn visiting dates will be circulated to all councillors and displayed on the website, together with a list of tasks the Steward can undertake. Pease advise any issues to the Clerk 
c. To note any footpath matters:

i. 3 x BOAT signs – One sign had been installed, and it was agreed that the two other signs should also be installed, one at each end of the BOAT
ii. Report from the Firsdown Paths Group – a short report had been submitted, and was noted and welcomed.
83.20 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:
20/08583/FUL – raise roof level to provide first floor accommodation, additional dormer windows to east and west elevations at 1 Firs Close, Firsdown. Resolved: to support

b. To consider a response to applications notified between the publication date of the agenda and the date of the meeting, if necessary. No plans received

c. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

20/06799/TPO – crown reduction, crown lifting, lateral reduction of 6 x beech trees at 18D Firs Road, Firsdown Approved 8th October 2020 Resolved: to note
84.20 To review other ongoing matters

Nothing to report
85.20 To fix the dates and times of the next ordinary meetings of the Council 
Wednesday January 13th 2021 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall or via the Zoom conference platform
Wednesday March 3rd 2021 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall or via the Zoom conference platform
86.20 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.35pm

Councillors considered the following when discharging their duties:

Equal Opportunities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Marital Status and any Disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights

