
Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 13th January 2021 at 7.15pm on the Zoom conference platform
Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Richard Rogers (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley
In attendance: Catherine Purves (Clerk)
Also present  
Four members of the public, Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine.
Public Session

Wiltshire Council Local Plan consultation – an update was requested.

Proposed picnic bench on the BOAT – support for this from residents had been noted on the parish Facebook page.

Wiltshire Council Chris Devine gave his report:

· COVID – Wiltshire Council’s Hub was now live and online, a source of information of the support available.

· Budget – with the receipt of Government funds to cover the COVID expenditure, a surplus had been generated which will be transferred to the reserves.

· Police – the police precept will increase for 2021/2022

· Wilts Council tax – this would probably increase by the maximum of 5% for 2021/2022.
· Pig farm – this had been transferred to a different site, and there was much less mud on the road.

· Wiltshire Council Planning – there was also an open consultation on proposed gypsy and traveller sites.

There was a short discussion about the possible revival of the proposed 2500 houses being located in the parish, but both Cllrs Edgeley and Rogers reassured those present that, from their own researches, that should the development proceed, it would not be within Firsdown parish.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
The meeting began at 8.00pm 
1.21 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received and noted from Cllr Andrews, who was away on business, Cllr Simcock, who was indisposed, and Cllr Niki Arnold-Drewett who was indisposed. Resolved: to note
2.21 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda

b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

Resolved: to note that Cllr Edgeley declared a personal interest in the picnic bench item, and no Requests for Dispensation had been received

3.21 Minutes
Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record without amendment the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 4th November 2020. The minutes will be signed at a later date.
4.21 To consider any items raised in the public session (Note no decision can be made)

a. Wiltshire Council Local Planning Consultations – details of these and how to access the information and take part would be posted to the Parish Council website, community Facebook page and on the Parish Council noticeboards

b. Proposed picnic bench – it was noted this would be discussed at the Budget setting item later in the agenda. Item 6.21e refers

5.21 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman – Cllr Edgeley advised that concerns had been raised about sky lanterns, which had appeared on farm land to the south of the parish. He noted that these were banned, because of the danger to livestock, but this was difficult to enforce because the origin of the lanterns was not known. 
b. The Parish Clerk
· Website – there were 319 page views and 114 sessions on the website between 15th November and 15th December, and increase of 110% and 11% respectively over the previous month.

· Census 2021 – the census will take place on Sunday 21st March, and promotional material will be displayed on the community Facebook page, website editor, and noticeboards.

· Wiltshire Council Highways – a new structure will be put in place later this month, and a contact list will be circulated. Parish Stewards will be deployed to gritting and snow clearance as necessary, which may have an impact on the scheduled visits to the parish. Verges outside the 30mph limits will continue to be cut once annually, but this will change from May/June to September, to allow wild flower seeds to set. Visibility splays at junctions will continue to be cut as required for safety reasons. 

c. Area Board – the next meeting takes place online on Wednesday 28th January at 7.00pm, and the Board is also holding a Health & Wellbeing online event on Tuesday 26th January at 11.00am. Wiltshire Council is also holding a Local Plan consultation event for rural communities on Tuesday 2nd February. 

6.21. Finance

a. Resolved: to note the bank balance as at 31st December 2020 stood at £17,116.13
b. Resolved: to authorise the payment of a schedule of accounts in the sum of £1,680.41
c. Resolved: to note the updated Budget Monitoring form for 2020/2021  

d. Resolved: In respect of the suggested capital projects for 2021/2022:
i. Picnic bench - to make provision for one picnic bench in the 2020/2021 budget, and to explore the project with Wiltshire Council, once a suitable location had been identified.

ii. Flower tubs – not to proceed. It was thought that although flower tubs at the A30 entrance to Firs Road were a good idea, the practicality of maintenance and the safety implications for volunteers in that area known for car accidents meant that it was unwise to pursue this, although a low maintenance scheme for both entrances will be looked at.

iii. Funds for Paths Group – to note funds already allocated within the proposed budget.

iv. Additional traffic calming measures eg speed humps – to note that funds for a second Speed Indicator Device were already included in the proposed budget

e. Resolved: to set a budget of £17,583.50 for 2021/2022.
f. Resolved: to request a precept of £17,600.00 for 2021/2022.

g. Additional dog bins – comparative quotes were considered from Glasdon and Broxap for a 60 litre bin to replace the existing one at the play area, which will be used elsewhere, site yet to be identified. After a short discussion, it was agreed to purchase a bin from Glasdon in the sum of £273.69 plus VAT, including free delivery. Action: The Clerk
h. External Auditor’s report – it was noted that this had been circulated to all councillors, and posted to the website, together with the Notice of Conclusion of Audit. The Charitable Trust boxes were incorrectly ticked, but otherwise no concerns were raised.
7.21 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

Cllr Edgeley noted that Dunstable Crossroads lies within the neighbouring parish of Winterslow.

a. To note any Highways issues 

i. Property flooding and flooding debris on Firs Road – Wiltshire Council Highways officers are aware. The Vactor has visited, and will do so again, so the drains are clear, which is an improvement.
ii. Removal of trees planted in error at the junction of Firs Road and A30 - it was noted that these were planted in good faith, but unfortunately obscured the sight line at the junction. Wiltshire Council Highways were informed, and acted promptly to ensure their quick removal.
iii. Telegraph pole outside 17 Firs Road – it was noted that this was street light no 17, which had been nudged by a car, and had damaged the Open Reach box nearby. Open Reach had been informed, and the box repaired promptly. 
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – none noted
c. To note any footpath matters:

i. 3 x BOAT signs – it was noted that these had been removed temporarily following representations from residents. Following a short discussion, during which it was noted that Wiltshire Council and the Parish Council’s insurance company had both been consulted about the wording, both had confirmed that it would not encourage more use of the BOAT by motorised traffic, and indeed, Wiltshire Council expressed its disappointment that the signs had been removed from its land, it was:
Resolved: to reinstate the signs as soon as possible.

ii. Report from the Firsdown Paths Group – noted none received, although it was appreciated that there was less activity during the winter months.
iii. Off road cyclists using permissive paths and the woods – the private landowner will be advised. Action: The Clerk
8.21 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

At the time the agenda was issued, none received

b. To consider a response to applications notified between the publication date of the agenda and the date of the meeting, if necessary.

c. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

20/08583/FUL – Raise roof level to provide first floor accommodation, additional dormer windows to east and west elevations at 1 Firs Close, Firsdown. Approved 2nd December 2020

9.21 To review other ongoing matters

a. Figsbury Ring – overnight campers, car park ownership

It was brought to the Parish Council’s attention just before Christmas that camper vans had parked in the car park for a number of days. A local representative for the Ministry of Defence, the landowner concerned, was notified, but no response has been received to date. The Parish Council understands that the National Trust and the MoD have been in negotiation for the NT to take over the responsibility of the car park, but progress has been halted due to COVID lockdowns. Information about the ownership of Figsbury Ring and its car park will be uploaded to the Parish Council website. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Brown
b. Play Area – the annual inspection by an independent playground inspector was carried out in December 2020, and the report circulated to all councillors. All findings are either low or very low risk, and the Clerk will work her way through them to ensure all are addressed by June, or earlier if the COVID situation permits
10.21 To fix the dates and times of the next meetings of the Council 

Wednesday March 3rd 2021 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall or on the Zoom conference platform

Wednesday May 19th 2021 at 7.00 pm in Winterslow Village Hall or on the Zoom conference platform – Annual Parish (Electors) Meeting

Wednesday May 19th 2021 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall or on the Zoom conference platform – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

11.21 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.45pm
Councillors considered the following when discharging their duties:

Equal Opportunities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Marital Status, and any Disability), Crime & Disorder; Health & Safety; Human Rights


