FIRSDOWN PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Firsdown Annual Parish Council meeting  held on Wednesday May 10th  2017 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr L Simcock, Cllr S. Brown, Cllr Villis, Cllr J Beavan and temporary Clerk, Jane Tier

Unitary Cllr Christopher Devine
	Item

Xx/17
	

	16. 
	To Elect a Chairman of the Council and to receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Bishop nominated Cllr Brian Edgeley as Chair, seconded Cllr Simcock, one Cllr in favour of the nomination, three abstentions, Cllr Brian Edgeley with the casting vote.
Cllr Edgeley signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office

	17. 
	To Elect the Vice Chairman and to receive the Vice Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Edgeley nominated Cllr Bishop as Vice-Chair, seconded Cllr Helen Edgeley, two Cllrs in favour of the nomination, two abstentions.
Cllr Bishop signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office

	18. 
	To receive apologies for absence
None

	19. 
	Adoption of the Power of Competence;

a) To recognise as at 15th May Firsdown Parish Council meets all of the qualifying criteria for formally adopting the General Power of Competence

The Parish Council recognised the General Power of Competence

b) Resolve to adopt the General Power of Competence
The Parish Council resolved to adopt the General Power of Competence



	20. 
	To receive the Financial Annual Report from the Responsible Finance Officer.

The Clerk produced the Annual Financial report of the Income and Expenditure for the year 2016/2017

	21. 
	To vote on signing the Annual Governance statement from Grant Thornton
The Parish Council approved the Annual Governance statement

	22. A
	To vote on signing the Annual Governance Accounting Statement from Grant Thornton

The Parish Council approved the Annual Governance Accounting statement 

	23. 
	To review the Asset Register

The Parish Council reviewed the Asset Register

	24. 
	To review the Insurance Policy

Cllr Villis reported the Insurance Policy is not yet due for renewal and he will report on it nearer the renewal date

	25. 
	Review of the council’s procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998

The Clerk will review this and ensure it is placed on the new website 

	26. 
	Review of the council’s policy for dealing with the press/media
The Parish Council do not have a Policy for this and Cllr Edgeley reported he will respond to any press / media enquiries

	27. 
	To receive Annual report from the Chairman
Please see attached report from Cllr Edgeley

	28. 
	To confirm the date of the next full council meeting

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 7th June 2017

	29. 
	To close the meeting
The meeting closed at 7.32pm


Councillors are asked to note that in the exercise of their functions, they must take note of the following: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights. 

Anyone who may have difficulty with access to the meeting because of disability is asked to advise the Clerk (01980 862953 or winterslowclerk12@btinternet.com) at least 24 hours before the meeting so that every effort may be made to provide access.

