FIRSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Firsdown monthly Parish Council meeting  held on 6th September  2017 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall 
Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairwoman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr S. Brown, Cllr L. Simcock, Cllr M. Villis and the Clerk, Jane Tier
Present; Cllr Devine
	Item

Xx/17
	

	88.
	To receive apologies
None

	89. 
	Declarations of Interest 
None

	90. 
	To consider any urgent business raised by the public in public discussion, and any other urgent matters or items of information from councillors, or for referral to the appropriate working party
None

	91. 
	To approve and sign minutes of the 5th July and 17th July meetings
The P.C. approved and agreed the minutes of the 5th and 17th July

	92. 
	Parish Councillor Vacancy
Cllr Edgeley reported 
· Jeremy Beavan has resigned from the P.C.
· The P.C. has received inquiries from two potential candidates for the vacancy
The Clerk reported she has contacted W.C. to inquire on the process of increasing the number of Parish Councillors if so required by the P.C.


	93. 
	Report from Unitary Councillor
Cllr Devine reported on a W.C. meeting he had attended regarding the Business Plan for ‘Special Educational Needs Development’. (SEND) in Wiltshire
W.C. spent £4 million on ‘SEND’ provision last year and have improvements to make in this area. This is being reviewed and discussion by W.C. with the aim of providing an improved service for the SEND provision
Cllr Devine is in contact with Winterslow Village Hall regarding the ‘HUBS’ / Campus project, please contact the Clerk if further details are needed.
Cllr Devine has spoken with Inspector Sparrow regarding the closure of the Alderbury police station. The dedicated officers for the area will remain and the police will continue to patrol the area
The P.C. discussed Broadband and there will be new cable provision ducts laid at the top of the hill leading to Dunstable which will service Firs Close / Firs Road
The Pheasant lights remain problematic and Cllr Devine will discuss with W.C. Highways contractor, Atkins.
The P.C. discussed the pet crematoria at Clearway Garage and the land ownership at Figsbury Ring, Cllr Devine to investigate 
Cllr Devine advised residents should be assured there is no likelyhood of a repetition of the events at the Car Wash at the top of Firs road.

	94. 
	To Discuss and vote on Planning Applications;
17/07385/FULL; Retrospective application for Conservatory;
32 Juniper Road, Firsdown, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 1SS
The P.C. were all in favour to support the application

	95. 
	Planning Application Update
17/04849/VAR; Variation of condition; 11 Firs Close, Firsdown, Salisbury, SP5 1SG -
W.C. approved the application

	96. 
	Finance
The following cheque was approved for payment;
£205.53, Jane Tier, 
Bank Balance £10,698.69
The P.C. agreed the financial monthly report and Bank
Discuss and vote on P.C. Contribution to the Dunstable cross roads Project

The P.C. were agreement to pay £250 towards the Dunstable cross roads Project.
The total cost of the Project is £5k, Winterslow Parish Council will fund the total contribution required by CATG of £1250. Winterslow Parish Council will then seek a contribution from Pitton and Farley Parish Council as well as the Firsdown contribution

	97. 
	Highways and Parish Steward Report
Cllr Edgeley reported he will meet with the Parish Steward when the date in known in September. The drains /gullies are blocked up outside of 100 & 104 Firs Road and this will be reported to the Parish Steward and W.C. Highways.
The Clerk reported there is a possibility of the road sweeper clearing the main and side roads in Firsdown.
Action: Clerk to investigate


	98. 
	Footpaths
There will be an opening of the Firsdown circular footpath walk on Sunday 1st October, starting at the play area at 2.00pm, all welcome

	99. 
	Website – Update
The P.C. held a brief discussion regarding the management of the website as Jeremy Beavan has resigned
Action: Cllr Bevis to contact Jeremy regarding this matter

	100. 
	Wiltshire Draft Housing Site Allocation plan
Cllr Edgeley reported he attended the consultation presentation in Salisbury and there are no plans for new housing in Firsdown in the Core Strategy document which is valid until 2026

	101. 
	Defibrillator
The P.C. held a brief discussion regarding the purchase of a defibrillator for Firsdown.
Action: Clerk to investigate funding for the defibrillator

	102. 
	Village Maintenance
The P.C. noted;
· The play area hedge needs to be regularly cut

· One ‘baby’ swing and one normal swing seat may need to be replaced

· New signs are needed to encourage people to close the play area gates 

Action: Clerk to order new seats (if applicable) and signs for the play area


	103. 
	Bonfires
The P.C. discussed the issue of bonfires in the village whereby issues have arisen when parishioners have not been considerate of their neighbours.
The P.C. would like residents to note that ‘Whilst not illegal, when you have a bonfire, please be considerate of your neighbours’.

	104. 
	AOB
The P.C. noted there has been a spate of illness in dogs in the village.
There have been three individual occurrences whereby dogs have suffered from diarrhoea. If your dog has suffered these symptoms please contact Cllr Helen Edgeley who is tracking the occurrences

	105. 
	The next meeting will be held on 4th October

	106. 
	To close the meeting
The meeting closed at 8.55pm


Councillors are asked to note that in the exercise of their functions, they must take note of the following: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights. 

Anyone who may have difficulty with access to the meeting because of disability is asked to advise the Clerk (01980 862953 or winterslowclerk@gmail.com) at least 24 hours before the meeting so that every effort may be made to provide access.

