DRAFT Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on 4th April 2018 at 7.15pm in the Committee Room, Winterslow Village Hall

Present were – Cllr B Edgeley (Chairman), Cllr M Bishop (Vice-Chairman), Cllr H Edgeley, Cllr S. Brown, Cllr L. Simcock, Cllr S. Andrews, Cllr S. Hambly and the Clerk, Catherine Purves
Also present: 6 members of the public

Concerns were raised about drainage adjacent to 99 Firs Road, and also water run-off across the permissive path. An offer was made for pipes to be laid by a group of volunteers to help with this.
Concerns about an extract of Parish Council minutes included the January edition of the Parish Magazine, which had recorded concerns about two mobile homes which had been installed at Clearway Garage, and that the Council had asked the local Wiltshire Councillor to investigate in terms of any possible planning permission issues. It seemed that that no-one had been in touch, and that in fact advice on the Wiltshire Council website indicated that mobile homes could be located on site where extensive remedial work was being carried out on the main dwelling house.
AGENDA
	Item

Xx/18
	

	200
	To receive apologies
None

	201
	To appoint a new Clerk – it was resolved to appoint Mrs Catherine Purves as Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer with immediate effect.

	202
	Declarations of Interest 
None

	203
	To consider any urgent business raised by the public in public discussion, and any other urgent matters or items of information from councillors, or for referral to the appropriate working party.
Water run off - It was agreed that the local landowner should be contacted for permission to undertake the proposed installation of the drainage pipes prior to the work being undertaken. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley

Mobile homes – the information was noted.

	204
	To Approve and sign minutes of the 5th March 2018 meeting
The minutes were signed and approved as a correct record without amendment

	205
	To consider the future content and use of the Parish Council website

Cllr Brown has been researching this and had circulated a list of suggestions. Together with displaying the transparency information required by law, it was agreed that it was necessary to keep the website fresh and updated. Further suggestions were requested and this will be discussed further and finalised at the next meeting. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Brown.

	206
	To receive an update on GDPR 
The Clerk advised that the Society of Local Council Clerks had produced and circulated a suite of documents in connection with the Information Commissioner’s “12 Steps to Ensuring Compliance”, and she would begin work on this very soon. Wiltshire Council are holding a GDPR seminar on Friday 20th April from 1.00pm at County Hall, Trowbridge. It was agreed the Clerk and Cllr Edgeley should attend.

	207
	To receive a report from the Unitary Councillor
None received

	208
	Finance - To resolve, confirm and authorise the April 2018 schedule of accounts and to receive monthly report from Clerk.
A schedule of accounts in the sum of £400.13 was approved for payment, and councillors reviewed and noted the draft final year Budget monitoring form

	209
	Planning – to consider a response to 18/02613/FUL – proposed single storey and roof extensions and alterations at 10 Firs Road, Firsdown

Resolved: No objection
It was noted that the planning notices normally displayed adjacent to a planning site had not been posted

	210
	Highways and Parish Steward Report 
Cllr Edgeley reported that the Parish Steward was next due in the village on April 23rd. He would attend the annual Highways meeting in the City Hall on Tuesday 1st May at 6.00pm. Following a short discussion, it was agreed to explore the possibility of reducing the speed limit on the A30 between the Fir Road junction and Figsbury Ring from 60mph to 50mph. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Edgeley 


	211

	Footpaths Standing orders were suspended to allow Mr Walsh to contribute
Mr Walsh advised that not been much activity recently due to the bad weather, but the planning that had been installed in the woods had remained in place. He confirmed they were not a danger to wildlife. More work will be undertaken on the BOAT in the autumn.

Cllr Edgeley raised concerns about dog fouling, and how this could be prevented. It was agreed that proper signs were needed on the play area gate to keep dogs out of the play area, and signs should be replaced on the path to the play area. Mr Walsh will send the Clerk suggested wording for such signs. Action: The Clerk 

Standing orders were reinstated

	212
	Recreation 
Play area – it was agreed to ask a local contractor to inspect a broken post adjacent to the path and make recommendations for remedial work. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Edgeley

Replacement roundabout – it was agreed this needed replacing due to health and safety issues. 

Removal of basketball hoop – it was agreed this should be removed in due course, as it was not used, and the space could be used to install a new and different piece of play equipment. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Hambly

	213
	Correspondence – 
Bonfires – it was noted that there are no by-laws in place about bonfires, but the Parish Council does expect residents to be aware of the neighbours, and take account of wind direction, open windows, drying washing before lighting a bonfire.

Fibre broadband – the present cabinet is full, and another is due to be installed by BT at the top of Firs Road within 12 months.

	214
	Any Other Business
Defibrillator – Cllr Edgeley advised the Parish Council was still waiting for BT to remove its equipment, so that a defibrillator could be installed, as intended. The Clerk was asked to speak to her Pitton contact for further advice. Action: The Clerk
Car Wash – Cllr Edgeley advised that he understood that the Environment agency would be inspecting the premises on 18th April to ensure compliance with it regulations.

	215
	To confirm the date of the next meetings
The Annual Meeting of the Parish (Electors) will take place on Friday 4th May at 7.00pm in Pitton Village Hall
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Friday 4th May at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

	216
	To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.25pm


Councillors during the exercise of their functions, noted the following: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights. 

