

DRAFT Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th November 2018 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Simon Andrews

Cllr Mel Bishop

Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley

Cllr Len Simcock (to 8.15pm)

In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Four members of the public and Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine
Public Session

Possible wind turbine - Philip Harvey, a Winterbourne resident who farms within Firsdown civil parish advised those present of his intention to submit a planning application for the installation of just one 22m high wind turbine on his land, in order to supply his farm with as much of its own electricity as possible. He is currently gathering the comments of the community, and urged those present to complete a short survey on the website specifically designed to provide the background information to this project – www.harvey-farms.co.uk
Footpath concerns – Nigel Walsh, the local footpath co- Ordinator advised that notices advertising and promoting the recent Circular Footpath Walk had been removed. He hopes to arrange monthly events in the future. He also requested if the noticeboard located by the gate to the play area walking down from Firs Road could be re-orientated to allow notices to be displayed on both sides.

Wiltshire Council update – Cllr Devine gave his report

· Gambling - Wiltshire Council had adopted a new anti-gambling policy, which was essentially the same as the previous one.

· Ward Boundary consultation – Wiltshire Council had submitted its proposals to the Boundary Commission, which included the transfer of Firsdown CP out of the Winterslow ward, and possibly into a new ward to be created from with Laverstock & Ford and Clarendon civil parishes. This would achieve the desired goal of approximately 4k electors in each ward in the Southern Area. He noted that the Parish Council had not been formally advised of this proposal by Wiltshire Council, to the Parish Council’s dismay, and would firmly support the Parish Council’s efforts to ensure that this transfer did not happen. He was organising a meeting with the lead Wiltshire Councillor on this matter, Cllr Richard Clewer and the Parish Council in order to make representations and to build a case for submission to the Boundary Commission.
· Children’s Special Educational Needs – following a county wide review, 80 places will be made available at Old Sarum Academy
AGENDA

295.18 To receive apologies for absence

All councillors were present. Cllr Simcock advised he would need to leave at 8.15pm

296.18 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda in accordance with the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of councillors, and in accordance with the Local Government act 1972 in respect of officers.

Resolved: to note none declared

b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

Resolved: to note none received.
297.18 Minutes

To approve as a correct record the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd October 2018.
Resolved: to approve and sign the minutes as a correct record without amendment.

298.18 To consider any urgent matters raised in the public session, and any other urgent matters or items of information from councillors. Note no decisions can be made.

The information about the proposed wind turbine was noted. Other issues raised were considered under the appropriate agenda item.

299.18 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman

i. Plastics recycling - Cllr Edgeley had spoken to Wiltshire Council about the recycling of plastics, following reports in the national press that some Councils were proposing to abandon their policies of recycling. Wiltshire Council advised it had every intention of continuing with the recycling of plastic as introduced in July. He reminded those present that black plastic should not be included.

ii. Virgin Media – Cllr Edgeley had met representatives of Virgin Media concerning local landowners that Virgin Media would need to contact in order to provide cabling to Firsdown and to negotiate wayleaves etc. Cllr Brown is the Parish Council contact for the project.
iii. Traffic lights at The Pheasantry – Cllr Edgeley had spoken to representatives of WS Atkins, the contractors responsible for the lights, and again raised the Parish Council’s concerns. It was thought that fixed cameras to record the traffic flow and any incidents would be useful, and hopefully lead towards a resolution of the problem of regular accidents at the location.

b. The Parish Clerk

i. The Clerk advised she had attended the Society of Local Council Clerk’s National Conference.
ii. The Clerk had attended one of Wiltshire Council’s workshops concerning the current consultation about the updated Core strategy, or Local Planning Framework.

iii. The Clerk will be attending the Wiltshire Council Budget Consultation meeting.
iv. Wiltshire Police are currently consulting on their Equality, Diversity and Inclusion strategy
c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 28th November.

Resolved: to note these reports

300.18. Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £1874.47

Resolved: to approve for payment the schedule as presented, plus an additional cheque, no 000208 for £525.00 in respect of the replacement of fence posts at the play area
b. To note the updated 2018/2019 Budget Monitoring form

Resolved: to note

c. To note the Q2 bank reconciliation
Resolved: to note  

d. To reconsider quotes for a litter bin for installation at Figsbury Ring
Resolved: In principle to buy and install a Topsy Jubilee style bin from Glasdon UK in the sum of £321.00, subject to Wiltshire Council agreeing to empty the bin.

Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley

301.18 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from Community Area Transport Group 
The pothole at the junction of the A30/Malthouse lane has been reported. The next CATG meeting has been cancelled for lack of business.

b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward

Please advise Cllr Edgeley of any tasks needing doing.

c. To note any footpath matters

The Council noted with dismay that the Circular Walk notices had been removed. It was agreed that the noticeboard by the play area should be re-orientated.

d. To finalise wording for proposed signage for the BOAT 

The wording was agreed, and quotes are to obtained for the signs themselves, and the poles.

Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley

e. To consider signing up for Wiltshire Council’s discretionary gully emptying service
Noting that the Parish Council would probably be expected to pay for any additional emptying that may take place, it was agreed that the Parish Council should sign up for this service.

Action: The Clerk

Resolved: to note these matters.

302.18 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning application received from Wiltshire Council:

18/09615/FUL – front two storey extension, attic conversion and minor internal rearrangements of existing family home at 9 Firs Road, Firsdown.

Resolved: No objection.  Action: The Clerk

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:
Resolved: to note none advised
c. To note any updates concerning the involvement of Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Officers at Clearway Garage

Resolved: to note that the Parish Council is in regular contact with Wiltshire Council officers, but there is nothing further to report at present.

d. To consider a response to the Wiltshire Council consultation on proposed development sites in the county.

Cllr Edgeley advised that Wiltshire Council had confirmed to him that all five sites submitted for possible development under the current Strategic Housing Land Economic Activity Areas consultation had been deemed unsuitable.  

Resolved: no further response required.

303.18 Wiltshire Council ward boundary review

Cllr Edgeley confirmed that the Parish Council had only been made aware of Wiltshire Council proposals to move Firsdown Civil Parish into a new ward with Laverstock & Ford Civil Parish at a very late stage, but that he and the Clerk had acted swiftly to advise the Boundary Commission of the Parish Council’s grave concerns about these. The Parish Council noted and welcomed Wiltshire Councillor Chis Devine’s efforts to arrange a meeting with the relevant Wiltshire Council officers and Councillor in charge of the Ward Review, and also that Winterslow Parish Council did not support this proposal either.

Resolved: to confirm this action, and to note it would continue to strongly object to the proposal with both Wiltshire Council and the Boundary Commission.  

304.18 Village Hall Trust and Firsdown Play Area

The Charities Commission has yet to receive a copy of the signed resolution from the Trustees to amend the objectives of the Trust – the Clerk has the matter in hand. After a short discussion, it was 

Resolved: to seek quotes for the removal of the basketball area and the supply and installation of a spider webs climbing frame.
Action: The Clerk
305.18 Speed Indicator Device

The Clerk advised that Pitton & Farley PC has formed a working group to discuss the issue of speeding in the parish, whilst Winterslow PC has also been looking at buying a SID, and is agreeable in principle to joining with the two other parishes. An employee of Test Valley Borough Council has offered his services to assess potential sites, and to put up and take down and move the SID around the various sites.

Resolved: to note

306.18 To review other ongoing matters

a. Changes to bank account mandate – the bank has confirmed that the Clerk’s signature has been added to the bank account. With regard to the implementation of internet banking, it was agreed that the Clerk should be able to initiate payments, with Cllr Edgeley and Cllr Brown authorising them. The payment would be released by the second authoriser. 

Action: The Clerk
b. GDPR implementation – Councillor designated e-mail addresses still need to be actioned for Cllr Bishop and Cllr Andrews.
Action: The Clerk and Cllr Brown

307.18 To note the dates and times of future ordinary meetings of the Council 

Thursday 6th December at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Wednesday 2nd January 2019 at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall 

308.18 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Members of the Council must consider the following matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights


