

Minutes of the Annual Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 7th June  2018 at 7.30 pm in Pitton Village Hall
Present

Cllr. Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Simon Andrews

Cllr Mel Bishop

Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley

Cllr Simon Hambly

Cllr Len Simcock

In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine

Public questions

There were no public questions. Cllr Devine gave his report.

· Salisbury – was recovering, but he had been very concerned about the lack of communication from the authorities concerning the removal of the van in Livery Road, Winterslow. He noted Wiltshire Council did not become involved until 26th March.

· Closure of outdoor centres – Braeside and Oxenwood had both been closed by the Cabinet as a cost saving measure without consultation. Full Council had requested reconsideration of the decision, with the possibility of an outside management company taking on the running of the two centres.

· Pre-planning meetings – he strongly refuted the assertion in this morning’s Journal, that meetings were held by members of the Planning Committee with officers prior to the Planning Meetings in order to decide the outcomes of applications.
· Police – the Neighbourhood Planning Teams had been disbanded, but he was assured patrols would be sent out from Salisbury when manpower allowed.

· Shed burglaries – there had been a spate of these recently, please take care to ensure outbuildings are secure.

· Roads – potholes are being mended, there is £23m available for this.
AGENDA
239.18 To receive apologies for absence
Resolved: to note none received
240.18 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 
a. To receive any Declarations of Interest
Resolved: to note none declared
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. Resolved: to note none received

241.18 Minutes

a. To approve as a correct record the amended minutes of the annual Parish Council meeting held on 4th May 2018 
Resolved: to approve and sign the minutes as a correct record without amendment
242.18 To consider any matters raised in the public session
None raised

243.18 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman – Cllr Edgeley advised he was attending the joint Wiltshire Council/Society of Local Council Clerks Event at Trowbridge the following week.
b. The Parish Clerk reported the following:
· She had attended two study days in connection with her Level 4 studies in Community Governance.
· She confirmed that Parish Council was now registered with HMRC as an employer to operate PAYE
c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board

Cllr Edgeley advised that the next meeting would be held on Thursday 12th July at Alderbury Village Hall. There was a short discussion concerning the sources of other grant funding, and it was agreed to explore these further in due course. 
244.18. Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £1332.30.

Resolved: to approve the schedule as presented, together with the following additional payments:

Cheque 184 £100.00 to Bob Cooke for 5 footpath signs

Cheque 185 £27.60 to LAWNtech for herbicide 

Cheque 186 £15.99 to Brian Edgeley for reimbursement of out of pocket expenses concerning paint for the play area benches

Cheque 187 £66.00 to Hurdcott Landcapes
 for footpath maintenance.
b. To note the updated 2018/2019 Budget Monitoring form 

Resolved: to note

245.18 To complete and sign the Annual Governance & Accountability Return documentation for 2017/2018

a. To note report from the Internal Auditor

Resolved: to note

b. To complete, approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2017/2018

Resolved: To complete, approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2017/2018

c. To approve and sign the Annual Accounting Statements for 2017/2018

Resolved: to approve and sign the Annual Accounting Statements for 2017/2018

d. To resolve to certify that the Parish Council is exempt from a Limited Assurance Review by the External Auditor as it meets the qualifying criteria
Resolved: to certify the Parish Council is exempt from a Limited Assurance Review by the External Auditor as it meets the qualifying criteria

246.18 To resolve to adopt the following draft policies and privacy notice in connection with GDPR requirements, to supersede any existing policies that may be in place:

 a. The Management of Transferable Data 
 bi. Retention and Disposal  
 bii Appendix A List of documents for retention or disposal 
 c. Social Media & Electronic Communication 
 d. Information & Data Protection 
 e. Privacy Notice   

Resolved: to adopt all the policies as considered, and the privacy notice
It was noted that there is no requirement for the Parish Council to appoint a Data Protection Officer, although it may do so as best practice. It was suggested that a DPO be commissioned to check the Council’s systems and files at the end of the updating process, and then every 3 to 5 years thereafter.
247.18 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from Community Area Transport Group
i. Cllr Edgeley advised that the next meeting scheduled for Wednesday 13th June had been cancelled due to lack of venue and issues. 
ii. State of road in Juniper Close – vegetation was growing out of broken kerb stones. Cllr Edgeley advised that the local Highways Officer had agreed to visit to inspect the problem.

iii. Hedges blocking sight lines at junctions – there was some discussion about this, and concerns were raised about the safety aspects of this for drivers attempting to join the main carriageway from side roads. Residents will be asked to keep their hedges under control, so as not to obstruct sight lines or obstruct pedestrians on the pavements.

b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – please advise Cllr Edgeley, who is the Parish Steward scheme link. It was hoped residents will clear the weeds on the path adjacent to their properties.
c. To note any footpath matters – Receipts for out of pocket expenses concerning footpath maintenance have been received and will be discussed at the next meeting. Cllr Edgeley advised members of the works undertaken by the Footpath Volunteers during the last month, for which the Council was very grateful. Clearing the footpath from the play area down to the Pitton Road was discussed, but there is no budget for this at present.
Resolved: to note

248.18 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

Resolved: to note none received 

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

18/02613/FUL – proposed single storey and roof extension and alterations at 10 firs Road, Firsdown. Approved 23rd May 2018
Resolved: to note

249.18 Firsdown Village Hall Trust Fund 

Resolved: To note that Roger Taylor of Wellers Hedley will be attending the Parish Council meeting on 4th July to advise the Council further in this matter. 
250.18 Firsdown Play Area

a. To receive an update about maintenance
The grass had been cut.

It was agreed to explore additional sources of funding to finance the new play equipment once the concerns around the Village Hall Trust had been resolved.

251.18 To review other ongoing matters
a. Defibrillator /BT phone box – nothing further to report.
b. Website content – after a short discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Brown and the Clerk would liaise with the website editor and its content. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Brown

252.18 To note the dates and times of the next two ordinary meetings of the Council 

Wednesday July 4th at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Friday September 7th at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Resolved: to note

253.18 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 9.05pm


