

DRAFT Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Friday 7th September 2018 at 7.30pm in Pitton Village Hall
Present

Cllr. Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Simon Andrews

Cllr Mel Bishop

Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley

Cllr Simon Hambly

Cllr Len Simcock

In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine

Public session
Wiltshire Cllr Devine gave his report.

· 2019/2020 budget – preparations for this are beginning, as the Government’s Central Support Grant will be reduced again. This year’s budget is approximately £1bn, of which over 50% is spent on salaries and pensions, with the remainder shared between the statutory services Wiltshire Council is obliged to provide – education, waste collection, adult and children’s social services, education, roads. 
· Children’s Select Committee – received the latest Ofsted reports on Wiltshire schools, of which 83% were satisfactory, with 17% having issues. The Committee also reviewed a report into the Schools Management Systems Improvement Programme which improves standards in schools. Local schools were providing a good education.

· Consultation on Special Educational Needs – the likely outcome is for a SEN school to be located in the south.
· Police – patrols are continuing, but there is a worrying lack of resources
AGENDA
267.18 To receive apologies for absence
Resolved: to note no absences
268.18 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 
a. To receive any Declarations of Interest
Resolved: to note none declared
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. Resolved: to note none received

269.18 Minutes

a. To approve as a correct record the amended minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 4th July 2018 
Resolved: to approve and sign the minutes as a correct record without amendment
270.18 To consider any matters raised in the public session
No issues raised
271.18 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman – Cllr Edgeley noted the following

i. Creation of the 3 Chequers Surgery – this had been formed by the amalgamation of the Endless St (with Winterslow outpost), Porton, St Anne’s St and Three Swans surgeries, with the pharmacy dispensary moved from Winterslow to Porton. The service generally had deteriorated sharply, and the time for the filling of prescriptions had increased from 2 to at least 5 days, and all with no notification to the communities they served. There was concern that this would lead to the Winterslow surgery ultimately being closed. The Area Board had advised to the Clinical Commissioning Group that this was unacceptable, and the communities concerns will be reported to the highest level.

ii. Figsbury Ring – there was a need for a litter bin to be installed in the car park/access area, in addition to the existing dog bin, but it is unclear who or which organisation owns the land concerned. The National Trust owns Figsbury Ring itself, but not the access, which could be owned by a neighbour, or Wiltshire Council, or the Ministry of Defence. Cllr Edgeley will investigate further, to see what can be done to prevent long term parking as well as installing a litter bin, and will advise the Council further.

iii. Access for vehicles from Firs Road to the Byway Open to All Traffic – a resident has been very obliging in allowing grounds maintenance equipment across his garden to the BOAT, as access would be very difficult otherwise. 
b. The Parish Clerk – the Clerk advised she was to attend a free Community Engagement workshop in Devizes on Wednesday 12th September, and the bi-monthly Society of Local Council Clerk’s branch meeting on Friday 21st September. Community First is holding its AGM on Thursday 11th October at 5.30pm in Devizes Town Hall.

c. Southern Area Board – at the meeting in July, Wiltshire Councillor Richard Britton was re-elected chairman for 2018/19. Presentations were given on the forthcoming changes to the waste collection services and the problems of farmers in our communities, plus updates regarding the ongoing Salisbury & Amesbury incidents. A range of grant applications from community groups were considered. September meeting has taken place, when there were presentations given from the Clinical Commissioning Group and on Adult Social Care. The next meeting is on Thursday 29th November at 7.00pm at the Trafalgar School, Downton
272.18. Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £526.35.

Resolved: to approve for payment the schedule as presented.
b. To note the updated 2018/2019 Budget Monitoring form 

Resolved: to note
c. To note the bank balance as at 31st May 2018 – 

Resolved: to note this stood at £17082.86
d. To agree the Clerk to become a signatory for information purposes on the Council bank mandate 

Resolved: to agree. Action: The Clerk
e. To agree to make the appropriate arrangements to implement internet banking

Resolved: to agree. Action: The Clerk
f. To consider the purchase of the parish’s own Speed Indicator Device 

Councillors noted the parish used to have a Community Speedwatch Team, but this had disbanded due to lack of volunteers. It was also involved in the Area Board’s shared SID scheme, but this had not been a success. There was still an issue with speeding in the parish and it was thought worthwhile to explore the issue with neighbouring parishes to see if a joint purchase and shared usage was possible.

Resolved: to proceed with the project in principle. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Brown
273.18 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from Community Area Transport Group – No issues raised  
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – Highways will reset 16 kerbs in Juniper Road. 
c. To note any footpath matters – the contractors should be advised to carry out the cutting of the centre of the footpath in October and the hedges on both sides as well. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley. 
274.18 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

None received 

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

None received
c. Enforcement action at Clearway Garage:

A Planning Contravention Notice has been served, and it seems that an application for a Certificate of Lawful Use is required to be submitted for one caravan, and a formal planning application for the other. If the latter is not received, or is received and is subsequently refused, enforcement action will be taken. 
Resolved: to note

275.18 Wiltshire Council ward boundary consultation

Councillors noted that the Local Government Elections Commission was undertaking a review, and that the Winterslow ward was vulnerable to change as it had an insufficient number of electors. 

Resolved: to decline to respond.

276.18 Firsdown Play Area

Replacement of the fence posts – quotes were considered from two companies to replace 5 rotting fence posts (not the whole fence). Company A had quoted £264.00 plus VAT for supply and installation, Company B had quoted £177.00.
Resolved: to place the business with Company B. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley.

277.18 Meeting dates for 2019
After a short discussion it was 
Resolved: that meetings should be held bi-monthly from January 2019 ie January, March, May, July, September & November, on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in Pitton Village Hall. Action: The Clerk

278.18 To review other ongoing matters

a. Defibrillator /BT phone box – it was agreed to obtain quotes for the supply and installation of a defibrillator from the Community Heartbeat Trust
b. Website content – a meeting had been held between Cllr Brown, the Clerk and the website editor concerning the updating of and additions to its content. Changes had been implemented and were ongoing, and although there was some concern expressed about the website design, reassurances were given that this was a standard modern design which was app friendly, and that older, defunct posts could not be easily seen by readers. Content is provided by the Council. 

Resolved: to review the matter again in July 2018
c. GDPR implementation – councillor designated e-mails had been created, in order to separate personal/social emails from parish council work. and although some addresses were working properly, there were teething problems with others. Cllr Brown offered to help resolve these issues. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Brown
d. Litter bin at Figsbury Ring – discussed under the Chairman’s Report at item 271.18aii. above
279.18 To note the dates and times of the next two ordinary meetings of the Council 

Wednesday 3rd October at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Wednesday 7th November at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Resolved: to note

280.18 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 9.10pm

