
Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd October 2018 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall
Present

Cllr. Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Mel Bishop
Cllr Helen Edgeley

Cllr Simon Hambly

Cllr Len Simcock

In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Two members of the public
Public session
There were no public questions
AGENDA

281.18 To receive apologies for absence

Resolved: to note apologies from Cllr Brown, who was on holiday.
282.18 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest
Resolved: to note none declared

b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. Resolved: to note none received

283.18 Minutes

a. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 7th September 2018 

Resolved: to approve and sign the minutes as a correct record without amendment
284.18 To consider any matters raised in the public session
Cllr Bishop advised that the rubber sleeve on the zip wire had slipped, and needed attention. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley
285.18 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman – Cllr Edgeley advised with sadness the passing of Geoff Russell, who had been a previous Parish Councillor and Chairman. It was agreed that a letter of condolence should be sent. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley
b. The Parish Clerk – Mrs Purves advised she had attended a free Community Engagement workshop in Devizes and the bi-monthly Society of Local Council Clerk’s branch meeting. She will be attending the SLCC National Conference later in the month. 

Wiltshire Council is holding its annual Budget Consultation meeting on Thursday 29th November at 5.30pm in the Guildhall Salisbury.
c. Southern Area Board – Unfortunately no-one was able to attend the September meeting. The next meeting is on Thursday 29th November at 7.00pm at the Trafalgar School, Downton
286.18. Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £230.13.

Resolved: to approve for payment the schedule as presented.
b. To note the updated 2018/2019 Budget Monitoring form 

Resolved: to note, and particularly that the second part of the precept in the sum of £6750.00 had been received. Cllr Edge noted the need to build up reserves against the distinct possibility that Wiltshire Council would be able to pay for less and less in the future.
c. To note the bank balance as at 30th September 2018

Resolved: to note this stood at £23,404.01
d. To consider quotes for a litter bin for installation at Figsbury Ring

This is considered necessary as the existing dog bin cannot cope with the additional rubbish placed in and near it. Quotes were considered from two suppliers, and it was agreed that a wood effect plastic bin would be the most suitable in terms of design and maintenance. Cllr Simcock offered to source a third quote. This was accepted.

Resolved – to defer this item to the next meeting.

e. To consider quotes for a defibrillator from the Community HeartBeat Trust
Full information obtained from the CHB Trust had been circulated, and councillors noted that the costs of the project depend on whether the Council just buys the defibrillator alone (from £800 to £1400) and then arranges all the background policies, insurance, training etc itself, or whether it chooses to enter into a four year long managed arrangement with the CHB Trust, which will provide the equipment, arrange training, provide post rescue debriefing and counselling and recommission the defib after an event. The project would then cost from £1400 to £2400, depending on the type of defibrillator chosen. It was also noted that under this arrangement, the Parish Council would buy all the new pads, batteries etc from the CHT, and the community would to undertake regular checks and record them.

Resolved: to progress matters and enter into a managed agreement with the Community Heartbeat Trust and to select the same defibrillator as the neighbouring parish of Pitton & Farley, upto a maximum cost of £2400 plus VAT. Action: The Clerk

f. To consider an increased quote for additional fence post required at the play area – Following a further inspection by the contractor, it was noted that a further 10 posts need replacing, thus increasing the original quote from £175.00 to £525.00. This was agreed.
g. To consider amending the Financial Regulations no 4.1 to allow the Clerk’s emergency spending limit to be increased from £500 to £750.00 with the authority of the Chairman

The current limit is £500 or under, in conjunction with the Chairman, and as meetings are going to be held bi-monthly from January 2019, Councillors felt it appropriate to allow an increase in the limit to allow for urgent, emergency spending, when the time required to call an extraordinary meeting to sanction the expenditure in between the routine ordinary meetings would be too long.

Resolved: to increase the Clerk’s emergency spending limit to £750.00 with the authority of the Chairman and Vice Chairman
 287.18 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. Highways – councillors were not aware of anything. The next CATG is on 14th November at 6.30pm in Bourne Hill.

b. Parish Steward – the autumn/winter timetable has been circulated – the dates of his visits are: Monday October 15th, Monday November 12th, Monday December 10th. Please advise Cllr Edgeley of any issues the Parish Steward can deal with.

c. Footpath matters – following two incidences earlier in the summer concerning dogs and horses, and a more recent incident concerning a deer, councillors considered whether a sign advising who could use a Byway Open to All Traffic, and the implications, together with a sign outlining the possible repercussions of not keeping dogs under control around livestock should be displayed at either end of the BOAT. Cllr Hambly felt this was excessive, whilst Cllr Simcock advised that it would make the area very cluttered. Councillors noted that in the past, the Parish Council had researched the possibility of implementing traffic restriction order, but the costs had been prohibitive.

Resolved: by 4 votes to 1 to display one of each sign at either end of the BOAT.

Cllr Hambly submitted his resignation and left the meeting.

Action: The Clerk
289.18 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning application received from Wiltshire Council:

18/08504/FUL – construction of an attached car barn with office over at 25 Firs Road, Firsdown

Resolved: to support. Action: The Clerk

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:
18/03216/FUL- retrospective application for replacement of hipped roof with gable ends and extension of rear dormer. Partial demolition of chimney and replacement with metal flue at 9 Firs Close, Firsdown

Approved: 6th September 2018

c. To note any updates concerning the involvement of Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Officers at Clearway Garage – nothing further to report.
d. To consider a response to the Wiltshire Council consultation on proposed development sites in the county – it was noted that five sites in the parish had been included, the same ones as in the past. Cllrs Edgeley and Andrews will attend a meeting in Pewsey about the matter, and a response will be considered at the next meeting. Action: The Clerk
290.18 Village Hall Trust and Firsdown Play Area

A copy of the resolution has been sent to the solicitor dealing with this on behalf of the Parish Council as sole trustee, and the Parish Council is awaiting his further advice.

It has been established that the Landfill Tax Credits source of funding is now closed, and the Parish Council is recommended to contact the Charities Information Bureau for further help.

Resolved: to note. Action: The Clerk

291.18 Speed Indicator Device

To note and accept a contribution of £500.00 towards this scheme from a local business.

Resolved: to accept the kind offer. Action: The Clerk
292.18 To review other ongoing matters
a.BT box – this has now been fully decommissioned, and is now the responsibility of the Parish Council. This will no longer be an agenda item 

b. Changes to bank account mandate – A Variation to the Mandate was brought to the meeting for signature. It was noted that Council needs to decide which of its signatories it wishes to operate internet banking. There need to be at least two. The Clerk will create the payments online, the two councillors will then authorise and release them. 

c. GDPR implementation – councillor e-mails – just two accounts need to be activated. This is in hand.

d. Meeting dates 2019 – Pitton Village Hall for the 2019 meetings – Wednesday January 2nd, March 6th, May 1st, July 3rd, September 4th, November 6th
e. Three Chequers Surgery – the practice manager has contacted the editors of a number of local newsletters so the surgery can keep residents informed about the recent changes.

293.18 To note the dates and times of future ordinary meetings of the Council 

Wednesday 7th November at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Thursday 6th December at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

294.18 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.30pm

Members of the Council considered the following matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights


