
Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th February 2019 at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Simon Andrews
Cllr Mel Bishop
Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley
Cllr Richard Rogers
In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Three members of the public
Public Session
No issues raised

AGENDA

17.19 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Len Simcock, who was indisposed.

Resolved: to accept these apologies.
18.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda in accordance with the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of councillors, and in accordance with the Local Government act 1972 in respect of officers.

Resolved: to note none declared.
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

Resolved: to note none received.
19.19 Minutes

To approve as a correct record the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd January 2019.
Resolved: to approve and sign the minutes as a correct record without amendment.

20.19 To consider any urgent matters raised in the public session, and any other urgent matters or items of information from councillors. Note no decisions can be made.

No issues raised.
21.19 To receive reports from
a. The Chairman

Cllr Edgeley advised the following:

i. Green bins – his own green bin had not been emptied in the recent cold weather, as the contents were frozen, and the waste contractor did not have the means to loosen them. He had raised this with Wiltshire Council, who agreed to raise the matter with its waste contractor, as frozen contents shouldn’t be a problem.

ii. Litter on A30 – this seems to be occurring regularly, and having spoken to Wiltshire Council about the matter, it was agreed that Wiltshire Council operatives will monitor the situation as they travel through the parish, and arrange litter picks accordingly.    
b. The Parish Clerk – The Clerk advised she would be attending the first study days for her Level 4 qualification, and also the SLCC Practitioners conference later in the month. She had received an invitation from the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England to enter its Best Kept Village Competition. The A30 will be closed overnight Wednesday 13th/Thursday 14th March between its junction with Thorneydown Road and Winterslow Road East for carriageway and surface repairs.
c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board

Cllr Edgeley reported that the meeting scheduled for Thursday 31st January at Whiteparish Memorial Hall had been cancelled due to snow, and rescheduled for Tuesday 12th February at the Trafalgar School, Downton.
Resolved: Not to take part in the Best Kept Village competition, and to note these reports

22.19 Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £611.37
Resolved: to approve for payment the schedule as presented, plus an additional cheque, no 000222 for £44.00 to Pitton & Farley PC as a contribution towards the Clerk’s attendance at the Practitioners Conference. The final sum agreed for payment was £655.37
b. To note the updated 2018/2019 Budget Monitoring form

Resolved: to note
c. To note the bank reconciliation for Q3

Resolved: to note 
The Clerk advised that she had misinterpreted the new salary scales data and gave the incorrect information to the Parish Council on which it based its decision at the last meeting to increase the precept request, for which she apologised. It was agreed to transfer the additional £940.00 raised to the Fixed Assets (Play area) cost centre.
23.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from Community Area Transport Group 
Nothing to report, other than the next CATG meeting is on April 13th.
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward

The Parish Steward next visits on 14th/15th February. Please advise the Clerk of any tasks needing doing. 
c. To note any footpath matters
i. Signage for the BOAT
The Parish Council still believes there is a need for such a sign to be displayed. Wiltshire Council has agreed that its logo can be used on the proposed signage, and is awaiting the final confirmation of the wording.
ii Access along F5 to Firs Road

The Parish Council has been researching the implications of not using the neighbour’s access for the contractor’s vehicles, and now proposes to use the footpath from the road to the play area. The gate will need to be changed at an estimated cost of £600. Highways have offered to approach SSE to move the supports on the electricity pole, but it was noted that this pole also carries Openreach’s copper and fibre cables. If the supports are removed, the pole may need to be sunk deeper into the ground. 
Resolved: to install 5 barred gates at either end of the path, and to ask Highways to approach SSE on the Parish Council’s behalf. Action: The Clerk

24.19 Planning
a. To consider a response to the following planning application received from Wiltshire Council:
19/00680/TPO – thin 1 x sycamore crown by 30% & reduce crown sail area by 40% at 66 Firs Road, Firsdown

Resolved: to support
b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:
i. 18/10016/FUL – amended plans for a replacement 4 bed dwelling at 32 Firs Road, Firsdown.

Approved 18th January 2019
ii. 18/10941/VAR – variation of Conditions 2 & 3 of 17/09528/FUL proposed permanent equestrian workers dwelling in the form of a log cabin. Approved 30th January 2019
Resolved: to note
c. To note any updates concerning the involvement of Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Officers at Clearway Garage

25.19 Wiltshire Council ward boundary review

Cllr Edgeley advised that the Boundary Commission had just circulated its initial proposals for further consultation, which suggested that Firsdown Civil Parish be included in a new ward to be created with Laverstock. The deadline for further responses is April 15th. 
Resolved: to include the discussion of a further submission on the agenda for the next meeting. Action: The Clerk.  
26.19 Village Hall Trust and Firsdown Play Area

The Clerk advised that the solicitor is now pressing the Charities Commission for a response. The Trust’s contact details etc on the Charities Commission website have been updated. She will talk directly to at least 3 play equipment reps at the Practitioners Conference about visiting and providing quotes for the spider net and removal of the basketball pole.
Resolved: to note
27.19 Speed Indicator Device

Specifications and estimates had been previously circulated, and following a short discussion, it was thought that the solar powered SID provided by Evolis at approximately £2138 was the most appropriate. It should be displayed on specific NAL posts. The meeting with Winterslow PC reps needs to be arranged.

Resolved: to request help from Highways concerning the two NAL poles required, to clarify the number of solar panels provided with the suppler, and to arrange the meeting with Winterslow. Action: The Clerk  
28.19 Ongoing matters

a. Bank account mandate – ongoing.

d. Defib installation – in hand

d. Figsbury Ring. – The Clerk advised she was waiting for a second quote.

Resolved: to note 
29.19 To note the dates of the next meting
Wednesday 6th March 2019 at 7.15 pm in Pitton Village Hall

30.19 To note any items for the next agenda

No items were raised. It was agreed this was not a required item.
31.19 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.20pm 
Members of the Council must consider the following matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights


