
Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th March 2019 at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Helen Edgeley
Cllr Richard Rogers
Cllr Len Simcock
In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Five members of the public and Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine
Public Session
Dog mess – a local resident raised concerns about the amount of dog mess in the woods, on the pavements and by the bus stops, which was a great discouragement to taking young children out and about in the village.
Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine gave his report

· Wiltshire Council had set a balanced budget for 2019/2020, and its part of the Council Tax would rise by 2.99% for a band D property. The Police were adding £24.00 to the Council tax, and the Fire & Rescue service was adding 2%

· Special Schools – consultation was continuing about the need to centralise because of financial pressures.

· Salisbury Library – a petition has been organised to protest against the proposals to move the library into much smaller temporary accommodation whilst its longer-term permanent home was built as part of the proposed Maltings redevelopment. Concerns had been expressed about the exhibition venue, reference library, IT centre and lecture events as well.
· Child refugees – Wiltshire Council had agreed to take on responsibility for a further 10 child refugees.

· Spring Clean events – parishes could now go ahead and organise their spring cleans/litter picks

· Wiltshire Council ward boundary review – he would be sending his own submission to the Boundary Commission, and agreed to provide the Parish Council with a copy.

AGENDA

32.19 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Simon Brown, who was detained by work commitments, Cllr Mel Bishop, who had a previous engagement, and Cllr Simon Andrews who was detained by work commitments.
Resolved: to accept these apologies.
33.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members and Dispensation requests
a. Resolved: to note none declared.
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

Resolved: to note none received.
34.19 Minutes

Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th February 2019.

35.19 To consider any urgent matters raised in the public session, and any other urgent matters or items of information from councillors. Note no decisions can be made.

Dog mess – it was agreed to research possible actions and solutions to this problem, which will be an item for discussion at the next meeting. Action: The Clerk 
36.19 To receive reports from
a. The Chairman

Cllr Edgeley advised the following:

i. Benches on the Byway Open to All Traffic – the backrests of two benches on the BOAT were loose, and he proposed to obtain a quote for their repair. 
ii. A30 closures – signs will be displayed by Highways in good time, and information was available on the website

iii. Firs Fest – it was expected this would take place on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th August.
b. The Parish Clerk – The Clerk advised she had attended the SLCC Practitioners course on 14th & 15th February, where she went to workshops on how to achieve a paperless council, cyber insurance, sourcing external funding, budget planning and local government ethical standards she would be attending the first study days for her Level 4 qualification, and also the SLCC Practitioners conference later in the month. 
c. Area Board report – The rescheduled meeting was held on 12th February, where the usual agenda items were considered. Please see item 42.19 below for info re the SID project. The next meeting is on Thursday 14th March at Alderbury when the topics discussed will be Housing and Highways maintenance plans for 2019/20. The following meeting is on Wednesday 1st May at Whiteparish Memorial Hall
Resolved: to note these reports

37.19 Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £234.91
Resolved: to approve for payment the schedule as presented.

b. To note the updated 2018/2019 Budget Monitoring form

Resolved: to note
38.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from Community Area Transport Group 
i. 30mph sign/derestricted sign – a local resident has kindly repaired these signs that were tampered with earlier this month.

ii. Water on road near A30 junction – The Clerk advised she had received a number of representations about this matter, and understand that both WC Highways Enforcement and the Environment Agency are both aware, and are dealing with the issue.

iii. CATG meeting - the next CATG meeting is on Wednesday April 3rd 
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward

The Parish Steward did not visit in February, please advise the Clerk of any tasks for the Parish Steward that need doing. 

The gully cleaner has emptied the gullies. Councillors noted the Council had signed up to the new gully emptying service as from April 2019, where identified gullies prone to quick filling will be emptied more often. The Clerk was asked to confirm arrangements. Action: The Clerk
c. To note any footpath matters
i. Proposed BOAT sign – nothing to report – will action as soon as possible.

ii. BOAT from play area to the Pitton Road – Wilts Council have been clearing the undergrowth, and making it more passable. There is some discussion about filling in the ruts, and making it less of a challenge to bikers. 

iii. Residents’ activity in neighbouring parishes – as a matter of courtesy, neighbouring parishes would welcome prior notification of any intention by non-parish residents to work on the footpaths in their parishes, so that they are fully aware of the activities undertaken.
Resolved: to note

39.19 Planning
a. To consider a response to the following planning application received from Wiltshire Council:
i. 19/01381/FUL – removal/replacement of existing conservatory at Croft House, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford. Resolved: to support

ii. 19/01534/FUL – demolish existing bungalow and replace with new 4 bed dwelling (resubmission of 18/10016/FUL) at 32 Firs Road, Firsdown. Resolved: to support
b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:
Resolved: to note none advised

c. To note any updates concerning the involvement of Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Officers at Clearway Garage Resolved: to note nothing further to report.
40.19 Wiltshire Council ward boundary review

Cllr Edgeley reported that  since the previous meeting, he had had a number of meetings with Winterslow councillors and the Wiltshire Councillor, Cllr Clewer, had attended a Laverstock & Ford Parish Council meeting, and had  been in e-mail correspondence with the Laverstock & Ford Wiltshire Councillor about this matter, and it was clear that the matter ie the proposal to transfer Firsdown into a new ward/division with Laverstock & Ford, and into an extended Salisbury area Board area would not be resolved easily.

There was an opportunity to submit a further rebuttal, but it must use different arguments and reasons. The weight of residents’ opinions will be vital in making the case.

Following a short discussion, it was 

Resolved: to carry out a leaflet drop to raise awareness and hopefully encourage residents to make their feelings known, to include the issue on the independent Firsdown Facebook page and to compile a further submission for approval at the next meeting

Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley and Cllr Rogers     
41.19 Village Hall Trust and Firsdown Play Area

a. Trust – The Clerk advised that Wellers Hedleys has submitted the Trust’s request to change its objectives to the Charities Commission. I understand it takes 30 working days for the Commission to respond, so the Parish Council should have an answer at the next meeting in early April.

b. Play area – Cllr Edgeley and the Clerk will be meeting the first of the play equipment supplier reps shortly to discuss the proposed spider net, DDA roundabout and removal of the basketball pole.
Resolved: to note
42.19 Speed Indicator Device

a. Developments – At the recent Area Board meeting, Redlynch/Whiteparish received grant funding towards their SID, and the Area Board will fund upto one third of the net purchase cost of a SID, to a maximum of £800. An employee of Test Valley DC was also present to offer his expertise as a Highways engineer living in Wiltshire to assist parishes with installing, removing, battery charging and reinstalling their SID for between £40 to £80 per time. Alternatively, volunteers can be trained. 

b. Metro count – the last one was undertaken about 5 years ago. It was thought helpful to have the latest data, which may indeed prove that the situation has deteriorated, and will help support any application for funding the Parish Council might make. 

Resolved: for the metro count to be located at the entrance to the village from the Winterslow direction between Firs Close and the cul de sac. Action: The Clerk 

c. Training course – Councillors noted that as an alternative to using the services of a contractor to oversee the installation and moving of the SID, the PC could pay (perhaps jointly with Winterslow?) for Cllr Brown to undertake the necessary training to make him compliant with Highways requirements, at a cost of £200.  Winterslow Parish Council was clear it wished to use the services of the contractor, as an independent person. As this was a joint project with Winterslow PC, it was: Resolved: to use the services of the contractor. 
43.19 Ongoing matters

a. Bank account mandate – the variation to the mandate is now ready to sign.
d. Defib installation – this will take place on March 23rd.
d. Figsbury Ring. – The bin will be installed in April. The existing contractors had quoted an additional £106.59 plus VAT to add the emptying of the bin to the existing contract. It will be emptied fortnightly from April to October, and monthly from November to March.
Resolved: to accept and not to wait for the second quote. Action: The Clerk 
44.19 To consider an additional ordinary meeting to be held in April, and amendment to the date of the May meeting
a. Wednesday 3rd April 2019 at 7.15 pm in Pitton Village Hall – the next scheduled meeting is Wednesday 1st May, but in the light of the ongoing WC ward boundary review, and the other issues concerning the Trust, play area and SID, it was Resolved: to hold meetings monthly until July. Action: The Clerk.

b. Thursday 2nd May at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall - The May meeting is to be held on 1st May, which clashes with the Area Board meeting, at which, it is hoped, an application for funding for the SID from Firsdown and Winterslow will be considered. Resolved: to change the date of the May meeting to Thursday 2nd May. Action: The Clerk
45.19 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
Members of the Council must consider the following matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights


