
Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 5th September 2019 at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Richard Rogers (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley
In attendance: Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine

Public Session

Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine gave his report:
· The next Full Council meeting has been deferred to November.
· Cllr Philip Whitehead has replaced Baroness Scott as Leader

· He will pursue whether Wiltshire Council has a strategy to ensure a rolling 5 year land supply in the south.

· Boundary Commission will give its final decision on the Wiltshire Council Ward Boundary Review on 1st October.

· Wiltshire police are undertaking joint operations with neighbouring police forces

· He is trying to ensure the A30 traffic lights are cleaned

· Pothole repairs continue

COUNCIL BUSINESS

116.19 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Andrews, who had prior business commitments, and Cllr Simcock, who had a prior engagement.
117.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda.

None declared.
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

None requested

Resolved: to note

118.19 Minutes
Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 8th August 2019 without amendment.
119.19 To consider any items raised in the public session

No items raised 

120.18 To receive a report from:
a. The Chairman - Cllr Edgeley had raised concerns about the state of the gullies following Virgin Media’s cable installation work with Wiltshire Council Highways, and it was agreed the matter should be raised formally via the Community Issues reporting system.
b. The Parish Clerk – 

· Wiltshire Council has advised its Social Care Services have received a “Good” Ofsted rating in all areas

· Community First will hold its AGM on Wednesday 9th October at 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start at the Town Hall, Devizes

· She would be attending the SLCC Wiltshire Branch meeting on 20th September, and the SLCC National Conference on 2nd & 3rd October.
c. Area Board – Cllr Edgeley advised that presentations were heard from the Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner, WC Planning about the 5 year land supply, Grimstead Parish on its circular footpath, and a representative from a music workshop previously supported by the Area Board. The usual updates were received as well. The next meeting is on Thursday 28th November at Alderbury Village Hall.

Resolved: to note

121.19 Finance

a. To note the bank balance as at 31st August 2019 – Resolved: to note the bank balance stood at £20,521.21

b. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £2362.48 – Resolved: to confirm for payment.

c. To note the 2019/2020 Budget Monitoring form – Resolved: to note.

d. To consider quotes for a replacement noticeboard – Following consideration of 3 quotes obtained, ranging from £505.00 plus VAT to £2645.00 plus VAT, it was 

Resolved: to purchase one aluminium noticeboard with posts, powder coated in black with header from The Parish Noticeboard Company for the sum of £505.00 plus VAT. To be ordered at the end of September, with delivery to Cllr Brown. Action: The Clerk

122.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from CATG - CATG meets next on Wednesday 25th September at 6.00pm in Bourne Hill. Cllr Edgeley will attend

b. To consider possible additional speeding amelioration schemes in addition to the Speed Indicator Device – Cllr Rogers had raised this issue, and was keen for a metro count to be undertaken at the Winterslow end of Firs Road. After a short discussion, during which it was noted that the SID to be shared with Winterslow PC contained a metro count function, it was Resolved: to request a metro count as soon as possible, so that WC data and SID data could be compared and contrasted. Action: The Clerk
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – he will visit sometime in September. It was noted the 30mph sign needs straightening.
c. To note any footpath matters – the Footpath Group’s regular reports are noted, and are very welcome. However, concerns were raised about the maintenance of the permissive paths, as the right to walk these can be removed at any time with little notice, and so Parishes rarely involve themselves with these. If the permissive paths are used, then they will be kept clear, if not, they will grow over.
d. To consider support for a Paths Improvement Grant application to the Area Board by the Firsdown Paths Group – no application had been received, but the Parish Council will consider any application on its merits from community groups looking for the Parish Council’s support prior to submission to the Area Board.
Resolved: to note

123.19 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

None received

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

i. 19/06047/FUL – raise section of roof to accommodate second storey & construction of a glazed porch at 9 Firs Road, Firsdown. Approved 12th August 2019

ii. 19/06497/FUL – demolition of existing lean-to and replacement with granny annexe extension. Relocation of domestic oil tank at 3 Firs Road, Firsdown. Approved 27th August 2019

Resolved: to note

124.19 Firsdown Village Hall Trust Fund & Firsdown Play Area 

a. Trust – Closure of Trust and transfer of funds – NS&I have confirmed the change of signatories, and appropriate paperwork required to close the account and transfer the funds was completed and signed. Once the funds have been received, the Charity Commission will be informed as necessary.
b. Play Area – inspection of zip wire – Resolved: to request Creative Play to provide a quote for a full service, together with any repairs and parts that may be required.  

c. Play Area – new play equipment - Sutcliffe Play & Leisure plan to install the equipment week beginning Monday 14th October.
d. Play Area – fencing - the fencing and stile have now been repaired.
125.19 Figsbury Ring

a. Signs for litter and dog bins – these have now been displayed. 

b. Other updates – Councillors were not aware of any concerns, and the bin emptying problems from earlier in the year seem to have resolved themselves. 
Figsbury Ring will no longer be an agenda item unless required.
126.19 To review other ongoing matters

a. Defib installation/training - an item was placed in the recent parish magazine. To date there has been no response. It was agreed to enquire whether the Community Heartbeat Trust has a standard notice or flyer which could be displayed, and to place this in the September edition. Action: The Clerk
b. SID – waiting to hear if the SID has been ordered. The two Parish Clerks will jointly agree a schedule of deployment. Action: The Clerk
127.19 To note the dates and times of the next ordinary meetings of the Council 

Wednesday November 6th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Wednesday January 8th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

The Clerk confirmed that the Committee Meeting room in Winterslow Village Hall had been booked for 2020.

128.19 To close the meeting
The meeting closed at 8.40pm
Councillors considered the following when discharging their duties:

Equal Opportunities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Marital Status and any Disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights


