
 Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th November 2019 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Richard Rogers (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley
In attendance: Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine, one member of the public
Public Session

Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine gave his report:
· The next Full Council meeting will be held on 26th November.
· There have been initiatives on carers’ support

· Road repairs are currently being undertaken, and it is understood that more funding will be coming from the Government to all principle authorities to help catch up with the backlog.

· It is likely the Government’s Local Government Support Grant will be cut again, and so the Council Tax will need to increase again – but the results of the forthcoming general election may change this.
· The Boundary Commission has determined that Firsdown remains with Winterslow, but each will be in separate new wards to be created.  

· He was pushing for a caravan to be located in Firsdown to enable residents to vote in their own parish. It was noted that postal votes were available.      
· There will be elections for a new Police & Crime Commissioner in 2020.
COUNCIL BUSINESS

129.19 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Andrews, who had prior business commitments, and Cllr Simcock, who was indisposed.
130.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda.

None declared.
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

None requested

Resolved: to note

131.19 Minutes
Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 5th September 2019 without amendment.
132.19 To consider any items raised in the public session

No items raised 

133.19 To receive a report from:
a. The Chairman - Cllr Edgeley raised concerns about the conditions left by the sub-contractors involved with the installation of the play equipment. The Play Company had been contacted, and photographic evidence sent. He had also attended a Wiltshire Council consultation event on the future potential development sites in the area, particularly for the mooted 2000 dwellings. Sites other than Lopcombe were considered. 
b. The Parish Clerk – the Clerk advised she had attended the Society of Local Council Clerks Wilts branch meeting in September, and the National Conference in October. At the latter, she attended seminars on possible future updates to the Code of Conduct, updates for the SLCC, the devolution of assets and practical responses to the Climate Change Emergency. There was also an address from John Sergeant the former BBC Chief Political correspondent, and a motivational talk from Derek Redmond, a former track athlete. 
c. Area Board – there is a special themed evening on Rights of Way/Footpaths at Downton Memorial Hall on Thursday 7th November at 7.00pm. The next Area Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday 28th November at 7.00pm in Alderbury Village Hall.

Resolved: to note

134.19 Finance

a. To note the bank balance as at 30th September 2019 – Resolved: to note the bank balance stood at £42,840.10, which included the final balance of £11,539.77 from the Village Hall Trust for the new play equipment, £5,000.00 from the Area Board grant towards the new play equipment, and £7,620.00 as the second tranche of the annual precept.
b. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £1429.00 – Resolved: to confirm for payment.

c. To note the 2019/2020 October Budget Monitoring form – Resolved: to note.

d. To agree the Clerk’s attendance at the SLCC Practitioners Conference in February 2020 Noting this would cost £39.92, it was

Resolved: The Clerk should attend

e. To consider whether to repair or replace the zip wire – the annual play inspection had highlighted a number of concerns about this piece of equipment. Councillors noted that the wooden frame posts had been replaced at least twice since its installation, and in the circumstances, it was
Resolved: to relocate the small shelter and obtain estimates for the replacement of the current wooden model with a longer metal framed one in the next financial year. Action: The Clerk

f. To consider membership of the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils – Resolved: to defer this item to the next meeting when more councillors would be in attendance. Action: The Clerk
g. To agree, in principle, to participate in councillor training with Winterslow Parish Council

Resolved: to agree, subject to confirmation of the cost. Action: The Clerk 

135.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from CATG 
i. Potholed road - the slip road from the A30 turning into the link road from the traffic lights to Dunstable Cross Roads, and the link road itself, would be inspected by Highways in November, as both are in bad condition.

ii. Faulty street light – the faulty street light outside 11 Firs Road had been reported.

iii. Damaged verges – it was understood that Virgin has until the end of March 2020 to reinstate the verges to their original condition.

iv. CATG – there was nothing to report from CATG meeting in September.
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – he is due to visit at the end of November.
c. To note any footpath matters 
i. To consider the installation of a “No Parking” sign at the road entrance of the path down to the play area. Resolved: to defer this item to the next meeting, when more councillors would be in attendance. Action: The Clerk

ii. Progress regarding the BOAT sign, in conjunction with Wiltshire Council – it was noted that the wording had been approved and the inclusion of the Wiltshire Council logo had been agreed.

Resolved: to obtain quotes for the production and installation of three signs. Action: The Clerk 

136.19 Speed Indicator Device 

a. Proposed locations – Wiltshire Council has confirmed that the SID can only be displayed on the metal rather than cement lampposts. Suitable metal posts have been identified.
b. Draft Terms of Engagement of the SID Manager – 

Resolved: to agree, with the addition of a clause to state that the Firsdown data collected on the SID memory should be downloaded and sent to the clerk in a usable format. Invoices should be issued every other month, to coincide with Parish Council meetings. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Brown

137.19 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

None received

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

None advised. 
Resolved: to note

138.19 Firsdown Village Hall Trust Fund & Firsdown Play Area 

a. Trust – Closure of Trust – the funds have been transferred and the NS&I account closed. The Charities Commission has been notified, and the Trust is in the process of being formally wound up.

b. Play Area – new equipment – the new climbing frame, roundabout and two springers had been installed, and were awaiting their final inspection. Positive comments had been received. 

139.19 To review other ongoing matters

a. Defib installation/training – it was agreed to go ahead and book a date in the New Year for training in the spring, and then advertise the event. Action: The Clerk
b. Local Government Boundary Commission review of the Wiltshire Council ward boundaries The Commission has reported, and has decided that Firsdown civil parish should be included, together with Winterslow civil parish, in a new ward known as Winterslow and Upper Bourne Valley. Thus, thanks to the letter and leaflet campaign in both parishes, the links between the two parishes have been maintained. Wiltshire Council has yet to review the configuration of the Area Boards.

140.19 To note the dates and times of the next ordinary meetings of the Council 

Wednesday January 8th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall
Wednesday March 4th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

141.19 To close the meeting
The meeting closed at 8.20pm
Councillors considered the following when discharging their duties:

Equal Opportunities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Marital Status and any Disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights

