

 DRAFT Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd April 2019 at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)
Cllr Mel Bishop

Cllr Simon Brown
Cllr Helen Edgeley
Cllr Richard Rogers
Cllr Len Simcock
In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Two members of the public
Public Session
No issues raised
COUNCIL BUSINESS
46.19 To receive apologies for absence

Resolved: to note Cllr Andrews’ absence.
47.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest or Dispensation requests from Members
Resolved: to note there were no Declarations of Interest, nor requests for Dispensations.
48.19 Minutes

Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2019.

49.19 To consider any urgent matters raised in the public session, and any other urgent matters or items of information from councillors. Note no decisions can be made.
None raised.  
50.19 To receive reports from
a. The Chairman

Cllr Edgeley advised the following:

i. Three Chequers Medical Practice, Winterslow – Winterslow Parish Council is monitoring the situation with the surgery, particularly the problems with the dispensing of prescriptions 

ii. Open Forum – he was keen to attract more members of the public to attend parish council meetings, and suggested that as from the May meeting, the public session held before each meeting be retitled as an Open Forum. This was agreed.  

iii. Holding a Parish Council meeting outside – he had received a suggestion that one of the Parish Council meetings held during the summer months could be held outside. Dependent on the weather, this was thought to be worth exploring further, as there are practical difficulties. This will be an item for the next agenda, together with venues for meeting in 2020.
b. The Parish Clerk – the Clerk advised that 

i. The Parish Council had been invited to organise and run its own stall at Winterslow Village Fete this year on Saturday 15th June. Whilst grateful for the opportunity, it was agreed that this was more appropriate for Winterslow Parish Council to undertake.  
ii. The Annual Parish Council meeting would be held on Thursday 2nd May at Winterslow Village Hall, to avoid the clash with the next Area Board meeting.
c. Area Board report – the Clerk attended the most recent Area Board held in Alderbury, where the usual agenda items were considered. In addition, there was a comprehensive presentation about Whiteparish’s new skateboard installation, a presentation by Wiltshire Council Housing about Affordable Housing (what was needed in parishes, ideally where it could be located and for whom it should be built), and a presentation by Highways about the 2019/2020 maintenance programme, which had been enhanced by the additional grant funding from central Government. The next meeting is on Wednesday 1st May at Whiteparish Memorial Hall
Resolved: to note these reports

51.19 Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £234.91
Resolved: to approve for payment the schedule as presented, together with an additional cheque, no 228 for £78.00 to the Play Inspection Company for the annual playground inspection carried out in December 2018.
Resolved: for the report to be circulated to all, and for the Clerk to take the necessary action to mitigate any medium to high risk matters highlighted. Action: The Clerk

52.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.
a. Highways issues/Community Area Transport Group
i. Small Highways maintenance tasks - Because of the additional funding available, Wiltshire Council has requested a list of appropriate items/tasks that need attending to in the parishes as soon as possible. This has been done.
ii. Broadband/cable update - Virgin Media will be cable laying along Firs Road and the cul de sacs between June and August this year.

ii. CATG meeting - The due to be held on 3rd April has been cancelled due to lack of business. The next meeting will be held next on Wednesday 19th June.

b. Tasks for the Parish Steward – please advise the Clerk of any issues. The kerb setts at Juniper Close have been replaced. 

c. Footpaths

i.  Proposed BOAT sign – nothing to report – will action as soon as possible.

ii. Dog deposit issues – the Councillors looked at various notices created by Firsdown children reminding dog owners to pick up after their dogs. These were well received.
Resolved: that the notices should be displayed in rotation over a 2 week period in various locations. Action: The Clerk, in conjunction with the Footpath Co-Ordinator

53.19 Planning
a. To consider a response to the following planning application received from Wiltshire Council: Resolved: to note none received.
b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:
Resolved: to note none advised.
c. To note any updates concerning the involvement of Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Officers at Clearway Garage Resolved: to note nothing further to report.
54.19 Wiltshire Council ward boundary review

Cllr Edgeley reported that since the previous meeting, he had had further meetings with Wiltshire Councillor, Cllr Clewer and Cllr McLennan, and he wished for thanks to be recorded for all their help and advice in this matter as it affects Firsdown. Wiltshire Council had undertaken a further review, and although its recommendations were still for Firsdown to be incorporated into a new ward with part of Laverstock, it had argued very strongly, together with Salisbury City Council and Laverstock & Ford Parish Council that the new ward should remain in the Southern Board area, and not be included in the Salisbury Area board area, as previously suggested. In the circumstances, and bearing in mind that the equality of the number of electors in each ward/division was paramount, Cllr Edgeley recommended that the Parish Council accept the situation, as the least-worst option. The new arrangements would be in place for the May 2021 local government elections. Following a short discussion, it was:

Resolved: to accept the proposal to be included with Laverstock in a newly created ward, on the basis that the civil parish itself would remain within the Southern Area Board area, and to write to the Boundary Commission accordingly, accepting that this is subject to the final decision of the Boundary Commission, which will provide its final report in early July.   Action: The Clerk and Cllrs Edgeley & Rogers

55.19 Village Hall Trust and Firsdown Play Area
a. Trust - Wellers Hedleys has advised that the Charities Commission was in possession of the Trust’s Governing Document, which indicated that the Trustees have a wide remit of action, and can spend the Trust’s funds as it sees fit for the benefit of the community.

Resolved: to arrange a Trust meeting at which the Trustees can decide to wind up the charity and disburse the funds it contains. Action: The Clerk
a. Play area – Two play equipment suppliers have been contacted, and a meeting is to be arranged with a third. 
56.19 Speed Indicator Device

Cllr Edgeley advised he had been in contact with the Winterslow Parish Councillors, and Winterslow Parish Council has yet to identify the locations it feels would benefit from the deployment of a SID. Cllr Edgeley had also spoken to the employee of Test Valley DC for assistance and guidance, as he has highways experience, and gave a presentation at the February Area Board which was well received.
Resolved: to note    
57.19 Ongoing matters

a. Bank account mandate – Resolved: to add Cllr Rogers to the mandate as a signatory, and subsequently as an online payment authoriser.

b. Defib installation – the defib has been installed, and at the time of writing, the Clerk is waiting for confirmation that it has been registered with the Ambulance Service, and to learn more about the training sessions. Resolved: to note
c. Figsbury Ring. – The bin will be installed in April. The Council’s contractors have been notified of the Council’s acceptance of its quote, and will begin emptying the bin this month.   
Resolved: to note 
58.19 To note forthcoming Parish Council meetings
a. Annual Parish Meeting -Thursday 2nd May at 7.00pm in Winterslow Village Hall

b. Annual Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 2nd may at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

c. Ordinary Parish Council Meeting - Wednesday 5th June at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

59.19 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.15pm

Members of the Council considered the following matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights


