
Minutes of the Annual Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 2nd May 2019 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)
Cllr Simon Andrews
Cllr Simon Brown
Cllr Helen Edgeley
Cllr Richard Rogers
Cllr Len Simcock
In attendance: Mrs Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Two members of the public
Public Session
Proposed new community – concerns were raised about the proposed new community of some 2000 houses to be located in the Boscombe/Porton area, or along the A30 from The Pheasantry to Lopcombe Corner. 
COUNCIL BUSINESS
60.19 To elect the Chairman of the Council and to receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Simcock proposed and Cllr Andrews seconded Cllr Edgeley as Chairman. There were no other nominations. Cllr Edgeley accepted the nomination, and it was

Resolved: To elect Cllr Edgeley as Chairman for 2019/2020. He then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
61.19 To elect the Vice Chairman and to receive the Vice Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Brain Edgeley proposed and Cllr Helen Edgeley seconded Cllr Rogers as Vice Chairman. There were no other nominations. Cllr Rogers accepted the nomination, and it was 

Resolved: to elect Cllr Rogers as Vice Chairman for 2019/2020. He then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
62.19 To receive apologies for absence
There were none

63.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 
a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda.
There were none
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

There were none

64.19 Minutes
Resolved:  To approve and sign as a correct record without amendment the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 3rd April 2019 
65.19 To review the following documents 

a. Standing Orders

b. Financial Regulations

c. Internal Control Policy

d. Risk Assessment Policy

e. Effectiveness of Internal Audit Policy

f. Asset Register, noting any alterations

g. Insurance policy, deciding on any alterations required

Resolved: that all documents were current, and required no alteration, other than the Asset Register with the addition of litter bin at Figsbury Ring, (net purchase price £295.00), the Defibrillator (net purchase price £2555.00) and the ex-telephone box (£1.00) Total Net value at 31st March 2019 £50911.80

g. Insurance policy – the bins, defib and telephone box have been added. The new play equipment will also need to be added in due course. The insurance policy is renewed in November.
It was noted that the play area is given a daily visual inspection, but that this needs to be recorded. Action: The Clerk
66.19 To appoint an Internal Auditor for 2019/2020.
Resolved: to appoint Auditing Solutions Ltd as the Internal Auditor for 2019/2020

67.19 To appoint representatives to the under mentioned bodies as required:


a) Wiltshire Council’s Southern Area Board. It was noted that anyone could attend these meetings. Resolved: to appoint Cllr Edgeley, who was willing attend
b) Wiltshire Council’s Southern Community Area Transport Group. Resolved: to appoint Cllr Edgeley
68.19 To consider any items raised in the public session (Note no decision can be made)

Proposed new community – councillors noted that this was not located in the parish, that no firm decision had yet been made, and that this was only a proposal to be included in Wiltshire Council’s Local Development Framework for 2026 to 2036. 
69.19 To review the parish council website and consider any additions/deletions required

The inclusion of a list of local businesses on the website had caused some concern. The list had been added to raise awareness and signpost residents to what trades and services were available locally. The details included had been obtained from information already available in the public domain. A Parish Council disclaimer had also been added. However, it was felt that was not something the Parish Council should be doing, and on the Chairman’s casting vote it was
Resolved: to delete the list of local businesses from the website. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Brown
70.18 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman

Wiltshire Council ward boundary review – Cllr Edgeley confirmed that the Parish Council’s second submission had been sent to the Boundary Commission and acknowledged, and whilst accepting that Firsdown may well have to move to a new ward arrangement with Laverstock & Ford, he was pleased to note that Wiltshire Council favoured Firsdown remaining within the Southern area Board area. The outcome would be known in early July.
b. The Parish Clerk

Meetings - WC Highways evening Wednesday 8th May at 7.00pm in the Alamein Suite, City Hall. Joint WC/SLCC event on Thursday 9th May from 9.30am in the Guildhall, Salisbury. I will be attending the next L4 study days on Thursday 16th/Friday 17th May, and the next SLCC branch meeting on 24th May.    
c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board – Cllr Edgeley advised that the Area Board was given a presentation on Footpaths and Rights Of Way, and that he had submitted a question about the possibility of signage for Firsdown’s Byway Open to All Traffic. Grant funding of upto £800 was available for Speed Indicator Device projects. The next meeting is on Thursday 11th July 2019 at Coombe Bisset Village Hall
Resolved: to note
71.18. Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £335.27

Resolved: to authorise 
b. To note the 2019/2020 Budget Monitoring form

Resolved: to note

c. To note the receipt of the half year precept 

Resolved: to note the sum of 7150.00 had been received.

d. To agree to the expenditure of £295.00 plus VAT for the zip wire inspection and advice on any remedial work required. 

Resolved: to agree to this quote from the zip wire supplier. Cllr Rogers expressed a wish to attend. Action: The Clerk
e. To note the Q4 Year End bank reconciliation

Resolved: to note that the reconciled bank account as at 31st March 2019 stood at £16167.27

f. To consider the allocation of reserves 

With a final balance of just over £16k in its general reserve at the end of year, it was agreed that the Council should earmark some of these funds for specific projects in the future. 

Resolved: That £7,500 should be allocated towards the new play equipment at the play area, and together with the £4000 allocated in the current year’s budget, £11,500 was available for this project. A further £3000 was allocated for new noticeboards, with £1500 to be spent in this financial year. Action: The Clerk

72.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from CATG

Resolved: to note nothing to report.

b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward

Resolved: to note that the Parish Steward would not be visiting this month, and that  currently there was nothing to report.

c. To note any footpath matters.

Resolved: to note that WC has been working on the byway from the play area to the Pitton Road to level it where possible, assisted by the local footpaths group. 
73.19 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

Resolved: to note none received 

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

19/05134/FUL – demolish existing bungalow and replace with new 4 bed dwelling at 32 Firs Road, Firsdown. Approved 18th April 2019

Resolved: to note
74.19 Firsdown Village Hall Trust Fund & Firsdown Play Area
a. Trust – winding up

Resolved: to arrange a meeting of the Trust with a view to winding it up.

Action: Clerk to circulate possible dates during the week beginning 20th May.

b. Play Area – play equipment suppliers  

Resolved: to note that two quotes had been obtained, and a meeting with a third supplier had been arranged.
75.19 To review other ongoing matters
a. Bank account mandate - Cllr Rogers is to be added to the mandate. Action: The Clerk
b. Defib installation - the defib has been installed, and is now live. Cllr Brown’s offer to take on the responsibility of the visual weekly checks, and to report back to the Community Heartbeat Trust was accepted. As the Parish Council has also paid for community awareness training, it was agreed to book a venue, then advertise this in the newsletter. Action: The Clerk
c. Figsbury Ring litter bin - This has been installed, and the Council’s contractors will begin emptying the bin this month.  This will no longer be an agenda item. However, the possibility that the Parish Council will have to take on the emptying of the Figsbury Ring dog bin (currently undertaken by Wiltshire Council) will be an item on the agenda for the next meeting.
d. Speed Indicator Device - the project is ongoing, nothing further to report at present. It was Resolved: to liaise with Winterslow Parish Council about the submission of an application to the Area Board for a grant. Action: The Clerk
76.19 To fix the dates and times of ordinary meetings of the Council for the ensuing year.
Wednesday June 5th at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Wednesday July 3rd at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Wednesday September 4th at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Wednesday November 6th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Resolved: to confirm these dates and venues, and to return to using Winterslow Village Hall in 2020, starting in January 2020.

77.19 To close the meeting

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Members of the Council considered the following matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights


