
Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Friday 7th June 2019 at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Richard Rogers (Vice Chairman)

Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley

Cllr Len Simcock

In attendance: Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Five members of the public, Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine

Public Session

Footpaths – background information regarding item Finance 83.19e. It was stressed that a petrol driven mower should be considered rather than a battery driven machine, as the latter would not be robust enough for the work required. Costs were estimated at £300 to £350, with annual maintenance at £60.
Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine gave his report:

· Baroness Jane Scott would be stepping down as Leader of the Council in July.

· Wiltshire Council needed to spend £11.5m to upgrade its IT hardware – servers/computers/laptops/ipads etc.

· Police – the number of rural patrols was increasing.

· Roads – repairs were ongoing, because of the increased funding available. The A30 Thorney Down dual carriageway section would be closing for two days in the future for surface top dressing.

· Local Development Framework – he is well aware of the suggestion to locate 2000 new homes in the adjacent Winterslow parish, from the Pheasantry to Lopcombe Corner, and will be keeping a close eye on developments. He queried the source of employment for the future homeowners.
COUNCIL BUSINESS

78.19 To receive apologies for absence

Resolved: to note apologies from Cllr Andrews, who was detained by work commitments

79.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda.

Resolved: to note Cllr Brian Edgeley & Cllr Helen Edgeley both declared a personal interest in Item Planning 88.19ai 19/04252/FUL, as they lived opposite the proposed site.
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

Resolved: to note none requested.

80.19 Minutes
Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record without amendment the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 1st May 2019 
81.19 To consider any items raised in the public session

No items raised not covered elsewhere on the agenda

82.18 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman

i. Proposed new housing – the remarks in the Wiltshire Council Cabinet Paper should be included in the parish magazine.

ii. Reinstatement of pavement/road following cable installation – he had received some enquiries about this. Inspection of the work by the Parish Council in the cul de sacs has shown the reinstatement to have been to a high standard, and any initial reinstatement (e.g tarmac replacing concrete) is only temporary, to be improved at a later date.
b. The Parish Clerk – the Clerk had attended the joint Wilts Council/SLCC event, and also the May meeting of the SLCC Wilts branch. The monthly police report had been received, there were no concerns for the parish.
c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board – the next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th July at 7.00pm in Coombe Bisset Village Hall

Resolved: to note these reports

83.18. Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £529.18

Resolved: to confirm and authorise.

b. To note the 2019/2020 Budget Monitoring form 

Resolved: to note

c. To complete the bank account mandate concerning internet access and electronic payments

Resolved: to note this had been completed

d. Speed Indicator Device – to accept Winterslow Parish Council’s proposal that Firsdown PC should contribute one third of the capital cost of purchase, as the SID will not be deployed as much in Firsdown parish.

Resolved: to accept Winterslow Parish Council’s proposal.

e. To consider the purchase of a petrol driven Flymo for use in mowing footpaths and play area. Following a short discussion, it was

Resolved: to allocate a budget of upto £400 for the purchase of a suitably robust wheeled and petrol driven mower, for use in Firsdown Parish only.
84.19 To complete and sign the Annual Governance & Accountability Return documentation for 2018/2019

a. To note report from the Internal Auditor

Resolved: to note both the short and more comprehensive full Internal Audit Reports, and to act upon the recommendations contained within.
b. To approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2018/2019

Resolved: to approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2018/2019
c. To approve and sign the Annual Accounting Statements for 2018/2019

Resolved: to approve and sign the Annual Accounting Statements for 2018/2019

d. To resolve to certify that the Parish Council is exempt from a Limited Assurance Review by the External Auditor as it meets the qualifying criteria.

Resolved: To certify the Parish Council is exempt from a Limited Assurance Review by the External Auditor as it meets the qualifying criteria.
85.19 To select a preferred contractor for the supply of new play equipment to the play area.

Councillors noted that although three suppliers had been invited to quote, and had each undertaken site visits, only two quotes had been received. Councillors also noted the source of financing and discussed the requirement to apply for a grant from the Area Board in the sum of £5000

Resolved: to select Sutcliffe Play & Leisure as the preferred supplier, due to the comprehensive information and detail provided and to apply to the Area Board for the maximum grant funding available. Action: The Clerk 
86.19 To consider quotes for a new noticeboard to replace the existing at the A30 end of Firs Road

Noting that estimates had been received in the sum of £1392.00, it was 

Resolved: to research the cost of adding “FIRSDOWN” to the header board, and consider the matter again at the next meeting

87.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from CATG – the meeting scheduled for 13th June has been cancelled, due to lack of business.
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – none noted. Wiltshire Council’s additional Gully Emptying Scheme seemed not to be working as planned.
c. To note any footpath matters – the BOAT had been cut
88.19 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

i. 19/04252/FUL – retrospective application for single storey extension at 20 Juniper Road, Firsdown.
Resolved: no objections

ii. 19/04304/FUL – construction of a single storey detached dwelling at 26 Firs Road, Firsdown

Resolved: to object strongly to this application, on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site, disruption of the building line, infilling, which is not permissible in the parish and grave concerns about the proposed highways access so close to the Ilynton Avenue/Firs Road junction.
b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:

None received

89.19 Firsdown Village Hall Trust Fund & Firsdown Play Area 

a. Trust – Outcome of Trust meeting - the Trust met on 23rd May, and resolved to wind up the Trust, and to transfer the balance of the bank account to the Parish Council for capital expenditure for the benefit of the youth of the village. The necessary actions are now being taken to progress this.
b. Play Area – the inspection of the zip wire is to take place on 11th June. The fence had also been assessed, and the stile, three pots and eight rails all needed repairing urgently. As this was a safety issue, it was
Resolved: to accept a quote obtained for £270.00 from a local tradesman to undertake the necessary repairs, and to allocate £800.00 in the next financial year’s budget towards the replacement of the fencing between the two areas. Action: The Clerk & Cllr Edgeley
90.19 Figsbury Ring

a. To note concerns about litter & dog bin emptying – it was noted that these had not been emptied in accordance with the contract, and the Parish Council was chasing this. It was thought wise to obtain a quote for weekly rather than fortnightly emptying from 1st April to 30th September. Action: The Clerk
b. To consider the possibility of taking on the lease for Figsbury Ring – Wiltshire Council is proposing to cancel its rolling lease of the area, and it was agreed to explore further the implications of entering into a similar arrangement if it becomes necessary before making a decision. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Edgeley
c. To note overnight stays by camping vans – it was noted that these had increased recently, surprisingly as access was not good. It was agreed to contact the MoD as appropriate. Action: The Clerk and Cllr Brown
91.19 To review other ongoing matters

a. Defibrillator installation/training – it was noted this had yet to be arranged, and it was agreed to gauge potential interest before taking matters forward.
92.19 To fix the dates and times of the next ordinary meetings of the Council 

Wednesday July 3rd at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Wednesday September 4th at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Wednesday November 6th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Resolved: To note

93.19 To close the meeting

Resolved: to note the meeting closed at 9.05pm
Councillors considered the following when discharging their duties:

Equal Opportunities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Marital Status and any Disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights


