

DRAFT Minutes of the Firsdown Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd July 2019 at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Present

Cllr Brian Edgeley (Chairman)

Cllr Richard Rogers (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Simon Andrews
Cllr Simon Brown

Cllr Helen Edgeley

In attendance: Catherine Purves (Clerk)

Also present: Eight members of the public, Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine

Public Session

Footpaths – concern was raised at the apparent change of heart concerning the purchase of a mower for use in footpath maintenance. 
Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine gave his report:

· Planning – he had raised the issue of the possible 2000 homes to be sited in Winterslow Parish with the Cabinet Member, who expressed surprise that the matter had been included in the Cabinet papers in April, but avoided stating that the matter would not proceed. As yet, there was nothing concrete to rely on either way. He would monitor this matter closely. Parish Councillors raised concerns about the impact on traffic on the A30, and where the sources of employment would be for the people buying the houses, if they were built. 

· Ward Boundary review – the Boundary Commission had published its suggestions, and would consult further in Southern Wiltshire. It proposed Firsdown be included in a new rural ward to be named Winterslow & Upper Bourne Valley and appeared to have listened to the strength of local feeling.
· Roads – further top dressing will be carried out on the A30 at Thorney Down on 16th/17th July. 

· Lights at Pheasantry/Porton Road junction – there are still reports of cars going through the red lights, but it is thought this is due to bad driving

· Police – patrols continue, levels of crime are reduced. 40 new officers have been recruited, they will take time to train, and most will be deployed to back office or firearms duties. The Conservative Party candidate in the Police & Crime Commissioner election next year will be Johnathan Seed. 

Cllr Edgeley raised the issue of the collection time of the post box at Greta Croft – he felt 9.00am was too early. Cllr Devine confirmed that the Royal Mail does monitor usage, which influences the frequency of emptying.
COUNCIL BUSINESS

94.19 To receive apologies for absence

Resolved: to note apologies from Cllr Simcock, who was indisposed.
95.19 To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members 

a. To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda.

None declared.
b. To consider any Dispensation Requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
None requested
Resolved: to note

96.19 Minutes
Resolved: To approve and sign as a correct record without amendment the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 7th June 2019 
97.19 To consider any items raised in the public session

No items raised not covered elsewhere on the agenda

98.18 To receive reports from:

a. The Chairman

i. Wilts Council ward boundary review – the Boundary Commission’s recommendation shad been published and were more favourable to Firsdown, with the parish being included with Old Sarum in a new ward to be called Winterslow & Upper Bourne Valley, which itself would be included in a new South East Area Board area, which was still a predominantly rural grouping. This was a positive result, and Cllr Rogers was thanked for the contribution he made to the campaign, particularly in producing the leaflet. It was agreed to submit a positive response to the extended consultation
b. The Parish Clerk - The A30 will be closed again on Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th July further repairs/remedial work to the duel carriage way at Thorney Down to the Porton traffic lights. Times of closure yet TBC. The Neighbourhood Watch will hold its AGM Saturday 13th July at 10.30am to 12.30pm at Police HQ Devizes. The Clerk will attend the Society of Local Council Clerk’s branch meeting on Friday 19th July.
c. The Council's representative to the Southern Area Board – the next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th July at 7.00pm in Coombe Bisset Village Hall. The theme is Community Safety, with a presentation on the revised Neighbourhood Watch scheme, plus grant applications from Firsdown towards the play equipment and Winterslow towards the SID.
Resolved: to note these reports

99.18. Finance

a. To confirm and authorise a schedule of accounts in the sum of £1783.53
Resolved: to confirm and authorise.
It was also agreed to pay £32.45 to M. Swatheridge to reimburse the purchase costs of a new laptop screen (chq 244) and £9/50 to Winterslow Village Hall for hall hire in June (chq 245)
b. To note the 2019/2020 Budget Monitoring form for July. 

Resolved: to note

c. To agree to the Clerk’s attendance at the SLCC National Conference in the sum of £60.00

Resolved: to agree

d. To review the noticeboard spec in the light of a confirmed quote – a quote had been received for £2645.00 There was a short discussion as to whether the spec should be altered, but it was agreed it should stay the same, and further quotes obtained. Action: The Clerk
100.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters.

a. To note any Highways issues and/or reports from CATG – none, and the date of the next CTAG meeting is yet to be confirmed. 
b. To note any tasks for the Parish Steward – none noted. Virgin is still installing cable, and there is little point in the Parish Steward attending. The next visit will be in September. 
c. To note any footpath matters – Proposed mower for the footpath. Councillors had queried the type of mower (a domestic model) that had been suggested for use on the footpaths, as it was felt it was not appropriate for the rough ground it would be used on.  However, they did appreciate it would be quicker to use a mower rather than a strimmer. It was noted that the mower would be used approximately once a month, and that the Footpaths Group had been in existence for 3 years, using their own tools, and had improved the condition of the footpaths which had resulted in greater usage. However, it was felt a more convincing case should be made by the Footpaths Group for the type of mower proposed. 
101.19 Planning

a. To consider a response to the following planning applications received from Wiltshire Council:

i. 19/06047/FUL – raise section of roof to accommodate second storey & construction of a glazed porch at 9 Firs Road, Firsdown.

Resolved: no objections

b. To note planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting:
19/04252/FUL – retrospective application for single storey extension at 20 Juniper Road, Firsdown. Approved 11th June 2019
102.19 Firsdown Village Hall Trust Fund & Firsdown Play Area 

a. Trust – Outcome of Trust meeting – photo id is required for the new NS&I bank signatories – Action: Cllr Brown & Rogers to provide. 
b. Play Area – Zip wire - the inspection of the zip wire took 11th June, and a report has been received. Repairs are required, and it was agreed to obtain quotes from the company, and two others. Action: The Clerk
c. Play Area - new play equipment – adequate access had been agreed, and so this element of the quote (£450) can be deleted, but councillors felt that the quote for the provision of a toilet was too high. Negotiations are ongoing. Action: The Clerk
d. Play area - Fencing – the fencing and stile will be repaired next week.

103.19 Figsbury Ring
a. To consider installing dog bag dispensers

After a short discussion, during which it was noted that 3 possibly 4 bins were required for installation on the Byway Open to All Traffic primarily, it was felt that dog owners should provide their own bags. Resolved: not to purchase

b. To consider proposed signs for litter and dog bin. Resolved: to proceed with these. Action: The Clerk
c. To note any ongoing concerns about camping – noting that is not a Parish Council concern, councillors will monitor the situation. Although a resident had suggested the bins be emptied weekly, it was felt that fortnightly bin emptying was sufficient at the moment. 
d. To note any updates – during a short discussion, councillors felt that it was more appropriate for the National Trust to consider entering into a lease with the MoD in due course, rather than the Parish Council. 
104.19 Review of Parish website

Councillors noted that website traffic has increased during the last 12 months, with increased and improved information about the Parish Council and community being displayed. 

The number of sessions increased by 25% in June, compared to May, and the number of page views increased by 17% in the same time period. The average session lasted 1minute 16 seconds.

105.19 Ongoing matters

a. Defib training – this is yet to be organised. It was suggested that this is arranged for the autumn, and an appropriate item will be placed in the parish magazine.

b. SID – Winterslow PC has submitted an application for the Area Board funding, and the decision is awaited.
106.19 To note the dates and times of the next ordinary meetings of the Council 
Wednesday September 4th at 7.15pm in Pitton Village Hall

Wednesday November 6th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall
Wednesday January 8th at 7.15pm in Winterslow Village Hall
Resolved: To note

107.19 To close the meeting

Resolved: to note the meeting closed at 8.40pm
Councillors considered the following when discharging their duties:

Equal Opportunities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Marital Status and any Disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights


