Minutes of the Annual Parish (Electors) Meeting on 19th May 2021 held at 7.00pm in Winterslow Village Hall

Present:

Brian Edgeley (Parish Council Chairman),

Six members of the public

In the Chair: Brain Edgeley

1. To receive apologies – none received

2. To approve the minutes of the last ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on 2nd May 2019. The minutes were approved as a correct record without amendment

3. Matters arising – No matters arising.

4. A report on the year – Brain Edgeley gave his report:

The past year has been uncertain for all of us, with daily life and its routines changed beyond what we ever thought would be possible. The pandemic has affected all of us, and whilst cases have been low in our area, we probably all know of friends or relatives who have been in a less fortunate position.

In the last year, we have all spent more time at home and less time travelling. This has made us more aware of our surroundings, in particular the beautiful countryside around Firsdown and the many opportunities that are available to explore it.

We have seen less traffic through our village for months on end, but as restrictions ease, we note that inevitably, traffic has increased.

We have become more aware of those in the community around us, and many people have helped neighbours who have been unable or unwilling to carry out the daily tasks that they once did.

We have become more reliant on facilities and services provided by neighbouring villages as travel restrictions have meant essential and local travel only. 

Despite the COVID lockdowns, the Parish Council was able to move online to Zoom as public gatherings were restricted. The new technology did cause a few issues, but the Parish Council does see the benefit of the use of such technology to allow greater visibility of its work, and enabling people with caring responsibilities or who are away to attend the meetings who otherwise would not be able to do so.

During 2020, the Parish Council used money raised from the precept element of the council tax, together with funding from the Area Board to replace the play area zip wire. This is the latest in a series of enhancements we have carried out to the play area over the past few years, and we have sought parishioner’s views on investment in further facilities for use by the community.

The Great British weather is as changeable as ever, and the summer of 2020 brought a series of thunderstorms which caused flash flooding to Firs Rd and also Dunstable Crossroads. We kept up the pressure on Wiltshire Council and we can report that a thorough inspection and service of the drainage system was completed at the end of 2020, with several tonnes of silt being removed from it. To prevent further flooding, the Parish Council asks residents to ensure that gravel from their driveways is prevented from washing onto Firs Rd during heavy rainfall. 

All in all, and despite the restrictions, the Parish Council continued to function – the work did not stop.

Finally, I should like to give warm thanks to those Councillors who did not seek re-election to the Parish Council at the recent elections - Nikki Arnold-Drewett, Simon Andrews and Len Simcock - for their unstinting, and in Len’s case, long standing service to the Council and the Firsdown Community.

Their advice, background knowledge and contributions will be missed.

5. Any other PARISH BUSINESS – there was none

6. To close the meeting – the meeting closed at 7.08pm
