Background Report for Firsdown PC meeting November 2018

299.18 Reports

b. Parish Clerk’s report

· I attended the Society of Local Council Clerk’s National Conference where I was awarded the prize for Best Magazine article for 2018.

· I attended one of Wiltshire Council’s workshops concerning the current consultation about the updated Core strategy, or Local Planning Framework.

· Wiltshire Council will be holding a Budget Consultation at the Guildhall on Thursday November 29th at 5.30pm in the Guildhall.

c. Area Board report – the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 28th November at the Whiteparish Memorial Hall at .30pm for a 7.00pm start.

300.18 Finance

d. Quotes for litter bin. Cllr Simcock may bring additional quotes to the meeting.

Glasdon can provide the following:


The Topsy Jubilee bin is made from a weather resistant Durapol material, capacity 110 litres, cost is from £321.00 including delivery and VAT.
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The Sherwood litter bin is made from Everwood, a timber grained polymer, capacity 75 litres, cost is from £345.00 including delivery and VAT

Broxap can provide the following:
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The Okehampton Redwood litter bin is made from timber, capacity 120 litres, cost from £510.00 excluding delivery and VAT
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The Winchester canopied bin is made from timber, capacity 90 litres, from £649.00 excluding delivery and VAT

Wiltshire Council may be prepared to empty it, but the Parish Council may have to arrange this – Biffa will empty one bag per week for £2.50 per bag, £130.00 plus VAT per year.

301.18 Highways/Parish Steward/Footpath matters

d. To finalise wording for the proposed BOAT sign. It is recommended that as the proposed sign concerning the control of dogs around livestock is a matter for the landowner, the Parish Council should not pursue this aspect of the project.
e. Wiltshire Council’s proposed gully emptying service – this will be provided to Parish Councils from April in 2019 which sign up by 31st December. A list of those gullies requiring emptying more often than once every two years will need to be supplied in due course. There is no indication of costs yet, but the PC should be prepared to pay for this.

302.18 Planning

c. Possible enforcement action at Clearway Garage- The Parish Council is in regular contact with Wiltshire Council officers, but there is nothing further to report at present.

d. Response to Wiltshire Council’s consultation on proposed development sites – Cllr Edgeley will lead on this, but essentially those sites put forward are deemed undeliverable to 2036. 

303.18 Wiltshire Council boundary ward review

Cllr Edgeley will lead on this.

304.18 Village Hall Trust & Firsdown Play Area
Trust – I have requested an update from the solicitor dealing with this, but as far as I’m aware, matters are progressing. Once there is more information to hand, the Trustees will hold another a meeting.

Play Area – I have requested information about spider net climbing frames. The PC will be able to apply for an Area Board grant of upto £5k, plus Awards for All Funding of upto £10k

305.18 – SIDs

Pitton & Farley PC has formed a working group to discuss the issue of speeding in the parish, whilst Winterslow PC has also been looking at buying a SID. An employee of Test Valley Borough Council has offered his services to assess potential sites, and to put up and take down and move the Sid around the various sites. I have retained his contact details on file. I recommend that a provision for this of approximately £1k is made in next year’s budget.
306.18 Ongoing matters

a. Changes to bank mandate – this has been sent to the council’s bank, at the time of writing I am waiting for a response. In due course, an application will be made to use internet banking, and the Council needs to decide which signatories will be able to authorise BACS payments. It is recommended that there are more than two who are able to do this.

b. GDPR implementation – all councillors have designated working emails. The Clerk will begin reviewing the files.

