Background Report for Firsdown PC meeting November 2018

313.18 Reports

b. Parish Clerk’s report

· I attended the Wiltshire Council Budget Consultation meeting at the Guildhall.
· I attended the Wiltshire branch meeting of the Society of Local Council Clerks
c. Area Board report – Cllr Edgeley will update the meeting. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 31st January at Whiteparish Memorial Hall.

314.18 Finance
d. Clerk’s attendance at Practioners Conference in February 2019 – this is for a two day conference at Kennilworth, where there will be a number of workshops including the paperless office, time management, preparing for the death of a senior head of state, identifying sources of grant funding. The total cost is £299, shared 68:16:16 with Idmiston and Pitton & Farley Parish Councils.

315.18 Highways/Parish Steward/Footpath matters

The local footpaths co-ordinator has requested the Parish Council reconsiders its decision about the proposed sign, fearing it will encourage locals to use mechanised transport by openly advising members of the public to be aware of such vehicles, and the consequent damaging implications for the flora and fauna of the area. 

318.18 Village Hall Trust

The signed document has been sent to the Charities Commission, and the Council’s solicitor is awaiting a response.

319.18 Speed Indicator Devices

Winterslow PC is interested in joining with Firsdown and Pitton & Farley PCs in this project. As a guide, Wilton TC paid £2025 plus VAT to SG Manufacturing in Fordingbridge for a SID, with two battery packs and a solar panel. It was built to order, and took 3 months. I am also obtaining info about Evolis SID.
320.18 Street Lighting

Cllr Brown will speak to this 

Go here: https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s153210/LED%20Street%20Lighting%20-%20Report.pdf for the cabinet paper. 

Essentially Wiltshire Council has taken the decision to replace all of their streetlights with LED, with work starting shortly. The lights will be dimmed between 8.00pm and 6.00am, with additional dimming after 11.00pm. However, if areas where part night lighting is in operation – off between midnight and 0530 – as we have in Firsdown, still want the lighting to be turned off, that will be accommodated – see para 34. When we were offered part night lighting back in the early 2000s there was strong support, I don’t believe that has changed.

321.18 Ongoing matters

a. Bank account mandate – the paperwork will be available to sign at the meeting.

b. GDPR implementation – cllr designated e-mails are now all working and in use.

c. Defib installation – in hand

d. Figsbury ring. The litter bin has been ordered – it seems the MOD is the ultimate landowner of the car park.

