Background notes for Firsdown PC meeting January 2020
5.20 Reports

b. Parish Clerk – 

· I attended the SLCC Wilts branch meeting in November, where we listened to a short Wiltshire Highways presentation on its activities for the next year. This includes actively pressing farmers to clear mud from their fields that has been deposited on the roads. 
c. Area Board – The Chairman and I attended the special themed evening on Rights of Way/Footpaths at Downton Memorial Hall in November, which gave a brief review of the rights and responsibilities of the various owners and users of the rights of Way. We also the Area Board meeting in late November, which focused on Climate Change and what various parishes in the area are already doing to help mitigate this. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 30th January at the Whiteparish Memorial Centre.  
6.20 Finance

a. Bank balance – the bank balance stood at £17,348.10 as at 30th November 2019. However, this does include the payment of the cheque to the playground equipment supplier on 23rd November 2019.
e. Estimates for the Zip Wire – as requested at the previous meeting, estimates (not firm quotes) for the replacement of the zip wire. I have assumed an all metal zip wire  of 25 metres with a ramp plus installation. Delivery and site costs will be extra. The play area inspection from June 2019 indicated the zip wire has problems – the timbers are rotten and need replacing, as well as the wire itself needing attention. 

Sutcliffe Play - £7690.00

Wicksteed - £7810.00

Lapsett - £7145.00 
7.20 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters
a. Highways issues

i. Litter bin - Following a collision in November, the litter bin by the bus stop at the A30 junction was damaged beyond repair, and a replacement was requested. It is understood this will be installed sometime in January.

ii. Damaged road name sign – the “Firs Road” name sign was damaged in the same collision, and a replacement one has been requested.
iii. Excessive mud on road -I have received a complaint about the excessive amount of mud from the pig farm which has been deposited on the road between Dunstable Cross Roads and the traffic lights at the A30 junction. I have referred this to the Winterslow Parish Clerk, and have reported it to Wiltshire Council.
b. Footpath matters

i. Installation of a “No Parking” sign – this was deferred from the last meeting. It has been requested for safety reasons as often people park right on that corner blocking the path entrance. Apart from anything else it is a very dangerous spot to park. and creates a serious hazard for both road, pedestrians, families with small children and pushchairs as well as antagonising the lady who lives there. Enforcement will be a problem.
ii. Retrospective agreement to tarmac planings notice display – this has been requested by the Firsdown Footpaths Group which took delivery of, and have distributed the planings last weekend. It is to reassure users that the planings are safe for the volunteers to use. The planings will improve the path surface, but will not level it completely, and will not make it 100% safe to use.

iii Progress re BOAT sign – If the PC is agreeable to the display of the “No Parking” sign, I will progress matters – the PC gave delegated authority to the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman to spend upto £500 on this project. 
8.20 Use of personal e-mails by councillors.

It has been suggested that councillors should revert to using their own personal e-mail addresses for council business, rather than using the designated @firsdown.org.uk address.

Councillors need to be aware that this will mean their personal email could be subject to searches under the Freedom of Information Act – indeed, laptops and personal computers could be removed as well. As councillors will be handling personal data (the Clerk’s salary and tax details), they will be required to register separately with the Information Controller as a data controller at £40.00 per year, as they will not be covered by the Council’s registration, nor by the Council’s indemnity insurance in respect of any costs involved with libellous or defamatory statements made in emails using a personal address. The risk of a breach of the GDPR regs will increase, at a personal cost to the councillor as well. Finally, using the designated e-mail address looks more professional, and identifies the Council as a coherent, well organised and clearly identifiable organisation, rather than a random group of individuals.  

9.20 Noticeboards.

The new noticeboard has been installed at the eastern end of Firs Road. All the noticeboards are the Parish Council’s responsibility, and now may be an appropriate time to allocate responsibility for monitoring the boards to three separate councillors, to ensure Parish Council notices and agendas are displayed promptly, and to keep the community information upto date and relevant, with land line information as well as mobile phones included on adverts for local businesses.

10.20 Used bus shelters.

Cllr Brown has advised of the opportunity to use two used bus shelters which give more shelter than the current ones in situ. Pictures have already been circulated. 
12.20 Ongoing matters

a. Defib training – I will books some dates at Winterslow VH for March, confirm with the Community Heartbeat Trust, and then advertise.
b. Closure of Village Hall Trust – this has been done, and will no longer be an agenda item

c. New play equipment – the space net, new springers, roundabout and surfacing have been installed and paid for. Please see item 6.20e above re zip wire.

d. Speed Indicator Device. I have requested the metro count, and will report verbally to the meeting, as I understand Winterslow PC is discussing the matter further at its next meeting on Monday 6th January.

