Background notes for Firsdown PC meeting November 2019

133.19 Reports

b. Parish Clerk – 

· I have attended the SLCC Wilts branch meeting in September, and the National Conference in October. At the latter, I attended seminars on possible future updates to the Code of Conduct, updates for the SLCC, the devolution of assets and practical responses to the Climate Change Emergency. There was also an address from John Sergeant the former BBC Chief Political correspondent, and a motivational talk from Derek Redmond, a former track athlete. 
c. Area Board – there is a special themed evening on Rights of Way/Footpaths at Downton Memorial Hall on Thursday 7th November at 7.00pm. The next Area Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday 28th November at 7.00pm in Alderbury Village Hall.  
134.19 Finance

a. Bank balance – the bank balance stood at £42,840.10 as at 30th September 2019, which includes the final balance of £11,539.77 from the Village Hall Trust, £5,000.00 from the Area Board grant, and £7,620.00 as the second tranche of the annual precept.
e. Zip Wire – I enclose a copy of the play area inspection from June 2019, and the zip wire clearly has problems. Bearing in mind that the timbers are rotten and need replacing, the repair costs for everything that is required are likely to be more than half the cost of replacing the item. I recommend that quotes are obtained to replace this, it should be budgeted for the next financial year, and the work commissioned in April 2020.
f. Membership of WALC – the benefits of membership include:

Access to the enquiry line – clerks and chairmen of member councils can telephone/email/write to the WALC office for advice and information on all aspects of local council work

Access to NALC legal service – membership to WALC also means membership of NALC.  This means that we can access the legal service of the National Association of Local Councils on your behalf.

Subsidised training – any training courses or conferences run by Wiltshire Association of Local Councils will be substantially cheaper for councillors and clerks of member councils than for those not in membership. In addition many courses and events are not offered to non-members.

WALC County Circular – WALC sends out ten county circulars to member councils in a year.  This contains a newsletter carrying information and news pertinent to the sector; on legislation and policy updates, training news, courses and conferences, procedural advice and information on relevant consultations. 

Publications – subsidised publications. Some, such as model clerks’ contracts, financial regulations and legal updates are free of charge for member councils. Many are not available to non-members. Visit the publications page for more information.

Local Council Award Scheme – Please see the LCAS page on this website for more information about the award scheme.

WALC has membership on a variety of regional and local partnerships making sure the voice of local councils is heard, bringing the relevant issues to the fore whenever necessary. WALC has successfully lobbied Government in the past on issues important and central to parish and town councils in Wiltshire and enjoys representation on the NALC National Assembly and its various committees, offering;

A LOCAL VOICE AT A NATIONAL LEVEL!
g. Councillor training – Winterslow PC is to arrange a two-hour training session delivered by Katie Fielding of WALC on Monday 20th January 2020, and has invited Firsdown Parish Councillors to take part. The attendance cost per head is cheaper the more councillors attend. 
135.19 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters
ci. Installation of a “No Parking” sign – this has been requested for safety reasons as often people park right on that corner blocking the path entrance. Apart from anything else it is a very dangerous spot to park. and creates a serious hazard for both road, pedestrians, families with small children and pushchairs as well as antagonising the lady who lives there. 
cii Progress re BOAT sign – Wiltshire Council gave its permission for its logo to be used earlier in the year, and I apologise, I hadn’t progressed this. 

If the PC is agreeable to the “No Parking” sign as well, can I recommend that a maximum net budget of £500 is allocated to commissioning, delivering and installing both signs, and the task is delegated to the Parish Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman. 
136.19 Speed Indicator Device
a. Proposed locations - Councillors Edgeley & Rogers together with the proposed SID Manager have identified the lampposts along Firs Road which can be used to display the SID – no 2 outside Property 128, no 18 outside property 11 and possibly no 4 outside property 114 as well. The SID Manager has written to Wiltshire Council for its permission.

b. Draft Terms of Service/engagement – circulated separately.

I have requested the metro count.
138.19 Village Hall Trust Fund & Play area

a. Trust – the funds have been transferred and the NS&I account closed. I have notified the Charities Commission, and the Trust is in the process of being formally wound up.

b. Play Area – the new equipment is currently being installed. 

139.19 Ongoing matters

Defib training – I suggest that the PC books some dates at Winterslow VH for February or March, confirm with the Community Heartbeat Trust, and then advertise.
 From the CHT website – “As regards to training, Community Heartbeat provides as part of a cPAD package an awareness session. There is no ‘legal’ requirement to train users in the defibrillator. However, failing to provide and recommend a training regimen may be viewed as being negligent. Thus again we strongly recommend a community has in place a training regimen, that is not just an initial plan but provides for longevity and resilience. Whilst ideal, it is not realistically possible to train all potential users of the equipment in a public setting, and therefore most communities use ‘best endeavours’ to ensure training is made available to the community. It does stress the importance of using equipment that is simple to use and does not place the end ‘untrained’ user into any stress or a difficult situation.

We can also provide Training of different levels to communities who have been supplied their equipment elsewhere. We will send you a form and if you can suggest some dates for training we will work to match them as best we can.”
b. Local Government Boundary Commission – the Commission has reported, and has decided that Firsdown civil parish should be included, together with Winterslow civil parish, in a new ward known as Winterslow and Upper Bourne Valley. Thus the links between the two parishes have been maintained. Note that the Area Boards will need to be reconfigured, and be aware that the current Bourne Valley parishes are to lobby Wiltshire Council to remain with the Amesbury Board Area.
