Background Report for Firsdown PC meeting May 2019
65.19 Review of Documents
These core documents must be reviewed by the Parish Council each year. I’m not aware of any changes required, except where indicated below, highlighted in red
f. Asset register – addition of litter bin (net purchase price £295.00), Defibrillator (net purchase price £2555.00) Total Net value at 21st March 2019 £50910.80
g. Insurance policy – have added bin and defib. The new play equipment will also need to be added in due course. The insurance policy is renewed in November.

66.19 Internal auditor

Auditing Solutions are to audit the Council for the first time on May 31st for the year 2018/2019. I recommend they are reappointed for 2019/2020. The charge is £100.00 plus VAT. (The previous auditor charged £170.00)

69.19 Parish Council website

a. Additions suggested – up to date photos and short biographies of all councillors, and the Clerk

b. Deletions suggested – the list of businesses in the parish, until their written permission has been obtained for display on the website. This will ensure the Council’s compliance with GDPR and privacy, and will also ensure the website displays the most recent up to date information. It is strongly recommended that a disclaimer is displayed to the effect that display on the PC website does not imply PC endorsement of the business.
70.19 Reports

b. Parish Clerk’s report – WC Highways evening Wednesday 8th May at 7.00pm in the Alamein Suite, City Hall. Joint WC/SLCC event on Thursday 9th May from 9.30am in the Guildhall, Salisbury. I will be attending the next L4 study days on Thursday 16th/Friday 17th May, and the next SLCC branch meeting on 24th May.    
c. Area Board report – The next meeting is on Wednesday 1st May at Whiteparish Memorial Hall, when footpaths and Rights of Way will be discussed.
71.19 Finance
c. Receipt of half year precept – the sum of £7150 has been received. 
d. £295 plus VAT for zip wire inspection - Cllr Edge will lead the discussion on this. 

f. Allocation of reserves – with a final balance of just over £16k in its general reserve at the end of year, it is strongly recommended that the Council earmarks some of these funds to for funding towards specific projects in the future. I suggest the following:

New play equipment - £6000 – there is also an additional £4000 in the current budget for this as well. 

Replacement noticeboards x 3 - £3000 

72.19 Highways/Parish Steward/Footpath matters

a. Highways – not aware of any issues currently. The next CATG meeting is on Wednesday 19th June.
b. Parish Steward – please advise the Clerk of any issues that he can resolve

c. Footpath matters – WC have been working on the byway from the play area to the Pitton Road to level it where possible. 

74.19 Trust Fund and Play Area. 

a. The trustees need to meet to formally decide to wind up the Trust – I suggest this is held immediately before the next Parish Meeting in June.

b. Play equipment suppliers – I am contacting a third supplier with a view to providing a quote for the play equipment. A local resident has also been approached for a quote to remove the roundabout and basketball hoop. 

75.19 Ongoing matters

a. Bank account mandate – this will be available to sign by Cllr Brown and Cllr Rogers. 
b. Defib installation – the defib has been installed, and is now live. Someone in the parish needs to take on the responsibility of the weekly checks – just a visual one – and to report back to the Community Heartbeat Trust. I can forward the links to the website, and the |code to access the defib. The Parish Council has also paid for community awareness training. I suggest the PC books a venue, then advertises this in the newsletter.
c. Figsbury ring litter bin – This has been installed, and the Council’s contractors will begin emptying the bin this month.   
d. SID – the project is ongoing, nothing further to report at present.
