Background report for Firsdown PC meeting June 2019

82.18 Reports
b. Parish Clerk – I attended the joint Wilts Council/SLCC event, and also the May meeting of the SLCC Wilts branch. 

c. Area Board – the next Area Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday 11th July at 7.00pm in Coombe Bisset Village Hall

83.19 Finance

d. SID – proposal to contribute one third of the cost. This has been suggested by Winterslow PC, as it will be deploying the SID far more than Firsdown. The Council agreed in principle to purchase a solar powered Elan City Evolis SID plus accessories totalling £2138.00 plus VAT. If Winterslow applies for the £800 Area Board grant, this reduces the net total to £1338.00. 33% of this is £442.00, and with the donation of £250.00 offered by a local resident and businessman, the approximate final cost to Firsdown is £192.00. It is recommended that Winterslow PC’s offer is accepted.

e. Petrol flymo - Nigel Walsh has asked the PC to consider buying a petrol driven Flymo type grass cutter. Examples on Amazon range from £214.00 upto £400. Electric Flymos range from £75 to £100.00.
84.19 Annual governance Return/Internal audit
At the time of writing, these had not been received from the auditor – I will circulate them as soon as possible.
85.19 Selection of play equipment contractor.

Three suppliers were requested to visit and quote. All three visited, only two quotes have been received. Spec was removal and disposal of existing roundabout, 2 x springers and basketball goal end, replacement with new roundabout, 2 x new springers, new climbing frame., plus safety surfacing.
Mant Leisure – total cost £19647 plus VAT

Sutcliffe Play & Leisure – total cost £19780.00 plus VAT

Kompan – no quote received.

86.19 Selection of noticeboard supplier.

Two suppliers have been approached so far, Broxap and Greenbarenes.

Spec was as below for Bladon PC noticeboard.

Standard

· Man-made Timber (recycled plastic) frames and ABS back panels
· Dark brown textured finish with the appearance of wood
· 4mm polycarbonate glazing
· Integral weatherseal and ventilation
· Stainless steel piano hinges
· Lockable (glazed bays)
· Self-healing rubber pinboard
Discretionary

· Choice of 5 alternative display materials
· Glazed bays can be supplied with latch for public access
· Choice of lettering styles
· Available for wall, post or railing-mounting
· LED lighting (glazed bays only)
· Dedication plate


Greenbarnes from £1392.73 plus VAT, I am awaiting the Broxap quote. 
87.19 Highways

a. CATG meeting scheduled for 13th June has been cancelled due to lack of business.

b. Parish Steward – I’m not aware of any tasks.

c. Footpath matters – I’m not aware of any further issues.

89.19 Trust Fund & Play area

a. Trust fund – the Trust met on 23rd May, and resolved to wind up the Trust, and to transfer the balance of the bank account to the Parish Council for capital expenditure for the benefit of the youth of the village. The necessary actions are now being taken to progress this.

b. Play Area – inspection of zip wire – no further news.

90.19 Figsbury Ring

a. Dog & Litter bin emptying – although the Parish Council’s contractors were advised, the bins have not been emptied as required, which has resulted in complaints. Idverde will be emptying the bins on 7th June, but the frequency of emptying should perhaps be increased to weekly during the summer period.
b. Possible lease of Figsbury Ring – Wilts Council entered into a lease with the MOD for 21 years from 1991, which ended in 2012, and is now in place on an annual rolling basis. It is withdrawing from all these types of leases across the county, and it is suggested that Firsdown PC might consider entering into a new lease instead. It is recommended that the PC at least explores this option – cost, rent, obligations etc, and that the matter is brought back to the council for further discussion and decision at a future meeting.
c. Overnight stays by camper vans – a local resident (non-parishioner) has reported that camper vans are starting to stay overnight, two on a regular basis. There are no signs displayed to state that camping/overnight stays are not allowed. Enforcement could be a problem. It is recommended that the MOD be asked to supply and display signs as the landowner. 

91.19 Ongoing matters

a. Defib training – yet to be organised. 

