Background report for Firsdown PC meeting July 2019

98.18 Reports
b. Parish Clerk – 
· The A30 will be closed again on Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th July further repairs/remedial work to the duel carriage way at Thorney Down to the Porton traffic lights. Times of closure yet TBC.
· Neighbourhood Watch AGM Saturday 13th July at 10.30am to 12.30pm at Police HQ Devizes 

c. Area Board – the next Area Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday 11th July at 7.00pm in Coombe Bisset Village Hall. The theme is Community Safety, with a presentation on the revised Neighbourhood Watch scheme, plus grant applications from Firsdown towards the play equipment and Winterslow towards the SID.
99.19 Finance

c. Clerk’s attendance at SLCC National Conference – this will be much more practical this year, with guidance and workshops on developing a business plan. The cost is £375 for two days/one night in early October (no FPC meeting to be held). FPC contribution would be £60.00. 
d. Noticeboard spec- I have received a confirmed quote from Broxap which covers the basic spec required – triple bay man made timber, displaying upto 12 x A4 sheets, with one bay glazed and lockable, self-healing rubber pin board, straight header board (no letters), post mounted £2645 plus £192.00 delivery plus VAT. Councillors may wish to rethink the spec!

100.19 Footpath matters

Possible provision of mower – the suggested mower cost nearly £400, and on investigation is a domestic rather than semi-professional/professional machine. Councillors need to establish where and what the mower needs to be used for – not a cutting a domestic lawn, and whether a battery operated flymo would be better for use in the play area.
102.19 Trust and Play Area

a.Trust – closure of trust and trf of funds – I have yet to hear from NS&I re the change of signatories, at the time of writing. I will chase, and hope to have news at the metting.

b. Play Area – inspection of zip wire – Creative Play have inspected, and alternative quotes for the recommended work are being sought.

c. Play Area – new play equipment – I have commissioned Sutcliffe Play & Leisure, but the PC wished to negotiate on the access costs and toilet facilities. Can you suggest any alternatives?

d. Play area – fencing – Cllr Edgeley will give a verbal report.

103.19 Figsbury Ring

a. Dog bag dispensers

https://jrbenterprises.com/product/dog-bag-dispensers/
From £79.00 net plus the cost of a square pole on which to mount it. Bags cost from £26.00 plus VAT for 800. The more you buy, the cheaper they are.

https://www.tikspac.co.uk/product/tikspac-dispensing-station/
From £150.00 net plus the cost of a pole. Bags cost £6.50 for 100 (£52.00 plus VAT for 800) Can only buy in quantities of 100 or 25000.
b. Proposed signs for the litter and dog bin

A local resident has offered to pay for simple adhesive signs advising poo bags can be 
The litter bin was emptied on 21st June, and fortnightly emptying seems to be adequate at the moment.
c. Concerns re camping – increased overnight stays around the Solstice period have been noted

d. Updates re ownership/lease – Cllr Edgeley and Brown will advise.

104.19 Website

Website traffic has increased during the last 12 months, with improved information about the Parish Council and community being displayed. 
The number of sessions increased by 25% in June, compared to May, and the number of page views increased by 17% in the same time period. The average session lasted 1minute 16 seconds.
105.19 Ongoing matters

a. Defib training – yet to be organised – suggest this is arranged for the autumn, and I will put an item in the parish magazine.

b. SID – Winterslow PC have submitted an application for the Area Board funding.

